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NEOUS NOTES.

‘ e"co]l_ecting market is still very active with

nany old collections and individual pieces
‘coming up for auction and arriving at gun
shows.

- Many dealers are concerned that they cannot
- get prime weapons for their stock, and any
~ quality item at a show is selling quickly. The
prices for excellent and quality items are at a
- near all-time high, with many customers
- seeking American and European weapons.
~ The auction houses are still getting record
- sales for all types of weapons, but many are
~ being sold at the expense of the gun show
- sales. There is a great influence in the buyers
market as they can look at many weapons
from their computer and catalogues without
travel and other expenses and time. The
~ reference material is extremely easy to find
in books, old catalogues, and general
- writings. This also extended to past single
~ items that were known in the past and are
now for sale.

There are great amounts of discussions
between collectors and dealers and older
 collectors who have unique quality items that
are of interest. As usual, there is a great
demand for quality items at high market
prices. The market is quite a bit weaker for
the average or common items in good
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War Il from early rifles bring a small fraction
of the price of an original with correct stocks,
metal finish, and all assemblies as made
during the WW I period. This is also true for
Krags and other Springfield items. It seems
that there is another area that is somewhat
lower in demand at this time.

The early muskets are lower than in the past,
and many go unsold at gun shows and
auctions. This is especially true for the
lower grades with replaced parts and
alterations. The higher quality guns do sell at
premium prices. This is also true for any
unique or very rare models.

There are other areas that affect price and
demand. The new communications and
internet are very active and include the latest
technical achievement in social media. There
is a faltering number of standard print
materials at all levels. Many old-line
newspapers are struggling as are many
newsletters and common mail items. The age
of the internet and its associated equipment is
with us and this will affect our collecting.
The quick and almost instant
communications allows someone to buy or
sell at will. One cannot wait for mail or
phone calls in many cases. The ability to
cross check a historical item is fast and can
affect any price or level of demand. There
are many small computer communications
that give the savvy technical types the ability
to search a specific weapon and its sales
history. It also allows some to look at the
condition years ago and determine if any
changes have been made recently.

At Springfield Research Service, we can look
at many military units to see which weapons
were used in some histories and battles. It is




also possible to review old sales literature
and auction catalogues to research previous
items that were hard to acquire data on in
recent years. This also includes data on
technical services, old drawings, and military
upgrades. This is now a challenging area that
all interested parties should examine
concerning rare and expensive items. There
are always exceptions to any data that should
be considered.

We have found many items with data on
extra work done at Springfield Armory, that
was done on a custom basis and unknown to
many collectors. There are many weapons
that are changed, modified and degraded by
rumors and lack of data. Many fine weapons
have been changed back to a supposed
standard or issue configuration from their
original configuration. They may suffer from
the actual value of a rare piece.

GUN SHOWS

There appears to be a never- ending list of
new or newly promoted shows in all areas of
the country. In contrast, many shows are
getting smaller or becoming victims of non-
weapon products. Recent shows also provide
an area to visit for non-gun collectors who
spend the day or hours in a visit. They are
usually not buyers of many gun related
products but also buy other items and food
and beverages at the show. They do provide
income from admissions and support many
clubs or associations. Things are changing.

We now see major lines to purchase
ammunition of all types and many military
weapons. The prices are escalating and
include standard 22 semi automatic rifles and
shotguns. There is no doubt that gun stores
and gun shows are selling record amounts of
ammunition and defense types of weapons.
There is a major increase in handgun sales as
well. It seems that self protection is an issue.

Many stores have empty shelves for modern
weapons, hand guns, ammunition and rifles.
The standard shotguns are also included in
the demand. As far as we can see, the prices
are escalating for many new products and the
manufacturers are running at high production
rates. There are signs of some slowdowns as
visiting customers at gun shows are selling
guns to pay for other things. There are also
many buyers going to any show to find a
quality piece, and they will pay the going
price.

CURRENT RESEARCH

We continue with our efforts to find new
numbers, add new data, and find more
references that can be used to research a
specific weapon. We have found new data
on quite a few USMC rifles in the pre World
War [ era that show use and military unit
with a specific trooper’s name. This data
requires additional scrutiny to cross check
and verify. Areas of interest are always in
the military history area and the use of
specific weapons. We have found some data
on Naval and associated units, and their
weapons. It is a slow process that is filed
away and hopefully used to add to a history
of a fine gun. We expect that we can search
for more World War Il records. The goal is
to find more contracts for all types of
weapons. We have found the data on the
Harrington & Richardson 1911 pistol
contract, but there is very little information
on specific serial numbers and actual
delivery. The search is on.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
NOTE. Please send an email if you receive

any subscription data that 1s incorrect. We
can also answer a mailed note but it takes
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o use the mail system rather than
lease send any comments either

. Comments are appreciated by email
espe_clally if they give us data to solve
problems and eliminate mistakes.

i Issue number 135 is current and is dated June
- 2013.

* Number 135, 136 and 137 will be sent in

- 2013. The projected dates are June,
September, and December 2013.

ADVERTISING

Our advertising deadlines are the Friday two
weeks before the date of a publication. Our
standard is March, June, September, and
December for each year. Please contact us
for competitive rates for full page ads and
other data.

SPRINGFIELD RESEARCH LETTERS

We are writing more letters for our

subscribers. The basic letters are $ 50.00;
- sales letters with a document are $ 65.00; and
- research letters run from § 175.00 and up
- depending on travel and extended times to

- work at the Archives and other facilities. We
are always behind on research letters because
- of long delays at government offices,
government policies, and access to federal
bulldmgs The copymg of documents is

scanned at entrance and also at different
offices.

COMMENTS AND INPUTS

Please send inquiries and questions to:
editor@usmartialarmscollector.com

An inquiry can be made by mail to SRS Box
126, Cabin John, MD 20818. This may take
an extended time to look up the number and
send a letter by mail.

SPRINGFIELD RESEARCH DATA
BASE

All data in the Springfield Research Service
data base is based on government documents.
We never use third- party comments or other
non-verifiable sources. Many times letters
from the manufacturing factory stating
delivery of a weapons or other data will not
have the specific usage or issue to a specific
soldier. We are always searching and many
pieces of data are missing.

We are always looking for and finding data.
It will be never ending and we will try to
publish new information as it is found. Our
subscribers can email or send to:

U.S. Martial Arms Collector, Box 126, Cabin
John, MD 20818.

BACK ISSUES OF THE U.S. MARTIAL
ARMS COLLECTOR MAGAZINES.

This is an ongoing task and we keep as many
old issues as possible.

The older newsletters (number 1 through 54)
must be obtained by special request.

Issues number 55 through 133 are available
for $ 10 each postpaid and there are several

~ issues that have run out.
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Copies can be made on request and we are
exploring email delivery. Order from U.S.
Martial Arms Collector Box 126, Cabin
John, MD 20818.

KRAG RIFLE STORY

Original new (1999 updated) editions with
serial numbers are available for $ 100 to
subscribers only.

LETTERS WRITTEN DURING THIS
PERIOD

U.S. Model 1896 Carbine, Cal. 30, Krag,
serial number 27942, Issued To: Troop F.

" Cavalry, The United States Army.
Carbine identified as Model 1896 shipped
from the Cavalry unit to Springfield Armory.
Date: July 14, 1900. The carbine was
shipped to be cleaned and repaired (C&R).
The standard practice was to ship many of
the weapons used in the War of 1898 for
(C&R) which resulted in making the weapon
into new condition, and with updated
modifications for the time.

The 2nd cavalry was enacted into service for
2 years during the War of 1898.

U.S. Model 1922M1 Rifle, Cal. 22, M
1922M 1, Parkerized. serial number 12 155,
Sold To: Western Cartridge Company, East
Alton, IL. Date: June 2, 1931

U.S. 1903 COLT Automatic, Caliber .32.
Pistol, serial number 571358. Issued to
Major General H. N. Schwarzkopf
(SCHWARZKOPF H N MG) August 8,
1956.

U.S. Model 1903 Rifle, Cal. 30, U.S.
Sporting Model, serial number 1 285 544,
Sold To: D. E. Moore, Chicago, IL.
Date: September 18, 1928.

U.S. Model 1860 Colt Revolver U.S. Army
serial number 48111. Issued To: Company
H, 2" West Virginia Volunteer Cavalry in
1863.

U.S. Model 1903 Rifle, Cal. 30, serial
number | 232 400, U.S. National Match,
Serial Number 1 232 400. Sold To: J. B.
Gatliff, Jr., Williamsburg, KY. Date: August
20, 1928.

LETTERS AND EMAILS ASKED AND
ANSWERED

Dear Sir: I would like to be provided with a
verification of the existence of an Serial
Number in your Data base. [ do not want to
know any specifics concerning this SN at this
time. | only want to know if you have this
serial number in your database. If you do, |
will be contacting at a later date for specifics.
It is 5924 and it is on a Remington "Old
Army" cap and ball pistol. This number is
stamped on the frame under the grips and on
the loading lever.

We provide serial number look ups for our
subscribers. There is no charge if you send
one serial number at a time. Editor.

[ am a new subscriber to your periodical. I
have a Custer era carbine serial no 39004. Do
you have any info on it? Thanks,

We have no data on that serial number. The
closest number is 39002 ( this weapon was in
Springfield Armory Museum).

There are no serial numbers near that area
for 7" Cavalry guns. Editor.
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formation on Colt 1860

»_Italked to you the other day about my Henry
Rifle serial # 6968. The only thing I have

~ found through books is that it was made in
Nov. of 1864. I would appreciate any
“information you could tell me about it.

You also mentioned a news letter that you
put out. Could you tell me how I can get it.
Thank you,

We searched our records and have no data
on that number. There seems to be no data in
the 6900 range for Union issued Henries.
Editor.

~ I'was wondering if you have any info on a

- 1860 patent Spencer Rifle #104500.
What units might have used this in the Civil
~ War. Did any of Bufords cavalry carry the
i Spencer rifle. If you don't have any info
; ?how lmght 1 track this down.

AR i S MR A AR e B A B 3

artifacts. Would you know of any museums
that I could also contact and see if they could
loan me any of these things? Would you
know of any veterans of WWII, in our area,
that may have helped with the Marshall Plan?
Anything you send to me will be helpful.
Even if you could refer me to some history
teachers/ historians in the area that may be
able to help, that would be great. Thanks for
your help!

We do not have any capability to easily
locate the data that you are working on. You
may be fortunate to find data in web searches
on the internet. There are records on
General Marshall in the U.S. Archives in
Washington D.C. You may find that it will
take many hours to search records and find
data. You will also be required to get a
government badge and have a clear route
and location for any information. Editor.

[ just purchased an M 1860 Spencer carbine,
has a serial number 32546 and was told your
organization may be able to help identify the
history of the gun. I'm planning on giving it
as a birthday gift in Oct 2013. After
membership, would a letter be able to be
received before then. In other words, what is
the average turnaround period for a letter
request.

Please refer to data sent to you. We search
for our subscribers only. Thanks, Editor.

Editors Note: Please send one serial number
for each email. We have approximately 1000
email contacts each month and a list will be

lost. Thanks.
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U. S. Marine Corps World War 2 Sniper
Rifle.

(The following data is a general description
of some of our data in the SRS data base
that shows documentation on the USMC
sniper rifles and 1903 USMC rifles).

There are many fragmented pieces of data,
serial numbers, and markings on USMC
Sniper rifles Model 1942.

There are quite a few documented pieces of
information on the United States Marine
Corps Sniper program. They do not include
precise individual serial numbers of the
rifles. The data that exists was directed to
making the rifles, directing their work, and
authority for the program. There are many
comments and stories about the specifics but
very few are accurately documented.

The start of the program and the initial
requirements during World War 11
necessitated a product for a sniper rifle as
fast as possible. This war effort used a
retrofit program with the availability of
rifles capable of sniper use and rifles in
stock at the start of World War II. The
overall program, directives, requirements
and support data are well known and in
Springfield Research Service records.

General Blanchard’s documents, pamphlet,
and other correspondence are very well
known and distributed. The best data
available is from the USMC
Quartermaster’s Supply 4 July 1942. The
document shows the availability of selected
rifles for the sniper program. These stocks
of rifles were available and suitable for the
initial program. They cover weapons made
in prior years from the 1920's through the
rifles available in 1942.

The USMC documents show the availability
of 104 National Match rifles held for the
USMC Reserve Rifle team. These rifles
would be of any date from the 1920's to
1942,

369 Model 1903 National Match rifles
were available from the USMC Rifle Team
with any dates from the 1920's to 1942.

574 U.S., cal. 30, M1903 special target
rifles held by Division, Marine Corps and
Elliot Trophy Team matches were from
early dates from 1930 through 1942. The
program started with 1047 rifles.

It 1s unknown if there were others added at
later dates. It is very possible that other
requirements added to demands and other
rifles and actions were used in rebuilds and
reserve numbers.

In 1945 the USMC had 975 Unertl scopes
in its supply. This adds to confusion as to
the total number of combat ready 1903A1
sniper rifles that were made in that time
period. There are further records that show
that the Unertl scopes and sniper rifles had
many deficiencies and that the program
directed changes in equipment and authority
to work on 1903 A4 rifles and M1 Garand
sniper rifles.

The original rifles may or may not have star
gaged barrels and NM markings, but all
were of a match quality. The serial numbers
in precise order have not been located. It is
believed that some numbers may have been
logged into unit records, but the existing
data directs the efforts to numbers of rifles.
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S 'pme,n_t of completed units. It was often
- seen that a shipment of rifles would list only
10 rifles and 10 bayonets.

Records of manufacture indicate that the
USMC sniper could have serial numbers
from low numbers (below 800,000 though
1.500,000). There are no specific serial
number ranges, and some rifles prior to
sniper upgrades were already drilled and
tapped with scope blocks. The rifles were

Y 5 from rifle teams that already had other rifle
p scopes installed. The blocks for the Unertl

i} 3¢ scopes could be used if they had the required
o 7.2 inch spacing and were of the proper size.
Many were useable as is, and a simple
change could be made for the 8X Unertl
telescope. Rifles with a 6- inch spacing were
made for scopes such as the Winchester AS
and Lyman models. Their corresponding
sight adjustments correspond to the 6- inch

spacing.

There have been observations of rifles with 3
sets of tapped holes that allowed blocks to be
used for both 6 inch and 7.2 inch spacing.
These are usually found on target rifles and
heavy barrel international rifles. It is possible
that some early rifles converted to the sniper

- model could have had a second set of holes
- drilled during the sniper program.

The "v‘ai'la;ble serial numbers of existing team

the small group of ordnance personnel on the
program.

There are USMC memos that state that C
stocks would be used “IF AVAILABLE”.

This is another example of war- time use and
demand to satisfy requirements that lead to
misinformation in regard to exact
descriptions of the program.

There are no details of any inspector
cartouche on the left side, but it is presumed
that the rifles had a proof P on the usual area
on the grip. C stocks from other weapons
that were in proper condition could have
been used.

There has been no documentation on the pin
punch markings that has been written about,
and there were rifles with existing blocks on
the rifles during conversion to the sniper
model. New Unertl 8X scopes with scope
serial numbers were installed. It is possible
that some rifles had a mark for the block
made by the drilling fixture, but this has
never been verified and there is no document
stating this procedure.

The butt plate was the National Match course
checkered model with butt plate trap for
tools. The use of the sniper rifle was very
broad and varied. At a later time many were
used for Marine target use with other scopes
and refurbished scopes in higher
magnification.

Hand guards were seen with the WWII
variation of the straight rear sight adjustment
cut, as well as the early
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Springfield round adjustment cut. The
different hand guards encountered with a
different contour for the rear scope block
were used on Marine target model rifles. The
originals were cut with metal cutting
equipment and are quite accurate and had
excellent workmanship. There have been
many observations of these rifles but an
original issue rifle is very rare.

The normal procedure was that shipment and
storage of sniper models had the rifle in
separate areas and shipping containers, and
scopes with mounts in another area with their
own shipping box. This procedure would
make an original 1942 USMC with a scope
that was original to the gun almost
impossible. Sniper rifles can be found with
the correct Unertl scope of the time, but there
are no documents that have the original gun
with the original scope by serial number.

The USMC program was started and later
stopped in World War II. The reasons cited
included comments that the scopes were
easily damaged and that there were other
programs to get a more durable and
standardized sniper rifle. The 1903A4 was
listed several times as well as new
developments for the M1 Garand. There
were subsequent uses of the rifles for later
combat requirements in Korea, international
conflicts, and special operations. Many rifles
were later used in rifle matches and sold as
surplus.

Model 1922 22 caliber rifles in various
models were also made with USMC Unertl
scopes for naval mine shooting and sniper
training. Rifles brought back from Korea
have been observed using 1903A4 rifles with

8X USMC scopes.

There is no doubt that the United States
Marine Corps made a concentrated effort to
start a major sniper program and to utilize
current weapons. The USMC started using
many commercial scopes to test the systems
for durability and operational use.
Winchester model 70 rifles were also tested,
and many were used for other sniper
programs throughout the later years.

It is recommended that a very thorough
examination of any rifle be made if you are
contemplating a purchase of this type of
weapon. It is also recommended that the
examination of data be made to ensure that a
rifle is one of the originals. There is a big
demand for USMC sniper equipment, and
many rifles have been offered on the market.
A rifle made for other USMC or military use
is a possibility, and a rifle made of original
spare parts is possible. It is always a
disappointment to find a rifle that was made
as an original changed for a special purpose
or a test. These unique models are
sometimes changed in an attempt to make
them into a sniper that is commonly thought
to be authentic. These changes may have
proven to be a problem as they altered a
possible original model into an altered gun.
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[HE UNITED STATES REVOLUTION,
'NEW ENGLAND FAMILY, AND
~ SAMPLE WEAPONS

Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors in
the War of the Revolution, 17 Vols.

A member of a New England family during
Colonial and Revolutionary times, William

‘ White had an extraordinary history with
i details of enlistments and military units from
= 1775 through 1781 and continual details of
B enlistments throughout the Revolution.

LR Vol. 17,p 614

White, William, Springfield.
Sergeant, in a company of Minute-men,
which marched April 20, 1775, in response to
the alarm of April 19, 1775, under command
of Maj. Andrew Colton;
service, 1 week 3 days; reported engaged in
the amy April 29, 1775; also, Capt. Gideon
B Burt's co., Col. Timothy Danielson's regt.;
B muster roll dated Aug. 1, 1775.

Engaged April 28, 1775; service, 3 mos. 11
days; also, company return dated Roxbury
Camp, Oct. 6, 1775; also, [p.144] order for
~ money in lieu of bounty coat endorsed “Dec'r
- 22d 1775;” also, 2d Lieutenant.

- Capt. Timothy Bliss's (2d) co., 1st Hampshire
Co. regt. of Mass. militia; list of officers
chosen by the several companies in said

- regiment, as returned by Charles Pyncheon,

~ dated Springfield, May 21, 1776; ordered in

- Council June 13, 1776, that said officers be

~commissioned with the exception of officers

clothing due them as a donation from the
State, to be delivered to Lieut. James Lunt;
receipt for said clothing, dated Boston, Dec.
31 [1778], signed by Licut. James Lunt; also,
Adjutant, 6th Mass. regt. formerly
commanded by Col. Ichabod Alden; return of
field, staff, and commissioned officers who
were in camp on or before Aug. 15,

1777, and who had not been absent
subsequently except on furlough, etc.,
certified at Cherry Valley, Feb. 24, 1779;
also, Lieutenant, Capt. Luke Day's (3d) co.,
6th Mass. regt.formerly commanded by Col.
Ichabod Alden; muster roll of field, staff, and
commissioned officers for March and April,
1779, certified at Cherry Valley; said White
is also carried on roll as Adjutant of the
regiment; appointed Adjutant Jan. 1777.

Appointed Lieutenant Oct. 1, 1778; reported
on command at Boston; also, return giving
names and ranks of officers belonging to 7th
Mass. regt. commanded by Lieut. Col.
Brooks, endorsed “Nov. 11, 1779;” said
White returned as st Lieutenant [probably
8th co.]; also, Lieutenant, Col. Brooks's (late
Alden's) 7th regt.; return of field, staff, and
commissioned officers, made up to Dec. 31,
1779; residence, Springfield; said White is
also carried on roll as Adjutant of the
regiment.

Reported promoted to Captain Lieutenant
June 5, 1779; also, Captain Lieutenant, Lieut.
Colonel's co., Lieut. Col. John Brooks's (7th)
regt.; return of officers, dated Sept. 9, 1780;
reported promoted from Lieutenant Nov. 11,
1778; also, list of officers entitled to
promotions in 7th Mass. regt., as returned by
J. Brooks, Lieutenant Colonel Commandant,
dated Sept. 9, 1780; said White entitled to a
Captaincy, vice Capt. Ballard; date of
vacancy, July 1, 1779; ordered in Council
Sept. 16, 1780.
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that said officers be commissioned and that
warrants be issued meanwhile;

Reported commissioned under date of
vacancy, July 1, 1779; also, Captain, Col.
Brooks's regt.; Continental Army pay
accounts for service from Jan. 1, 1780, to
Dec. 31, 1780; also, Captain, Lieut. Col.
Brooks's regt.; return of commissioned
officers, dated Camp Totoway, Oct. 16, 1780;
also, Captain, 4th co., Lieut. Col. Brooks's
regt.; muster roll of field, staff, and
commissioned officers for Oct., Nov., and
Dec., 1780, dated Huts West Point; appointed
July 1, 1779; reported on command at the
Lines; also, same co. and regt.; returns of
effectives between Jan. 5, and Jan. 26, 1781,
dated West Point; reported on command at
the Lines.

Also, Captain, Light Infantry co., Lieut. Col.
Brooks's regt.; muster roll for Jan., 1781,
dated West Point; also, Captain, 3d co., Licut.
Col. Brooks's regt.; returns of effectives,
dated West Point, Feb. 2, Feb. 9, and Feb. 16,
1781; reported on command at the Lines;
also, Captain, Light Infantry co., Lieut. Col.
Brooks's regt.

Muster rolls of field, staff, and commissioned
officers for Feb.-May, 1781, dated West
Point; also, muster rolls of field, staff, and
commissioned officers for June and July,
1781; reported on command with light
infantry from Feb. 19, 781; also, return of
effectives, dated Phillipsburgh, Aug. 2, 1781.

Reported on command at West Point; also,
muster roll of field, staff, and commissioned
officers for Aug., 1781; reported on
command with light infantry; also, returns of
effectives between Sept. 7, and Nov. 2, 1781,
dated West Point and Peekskill.

Reported on command with light infantry;
also, muster roll of field, staff, and
commissioned officers for

Oct. and Nov., 1781, dated York Hutts;
reported killed Nov. 13 (also given Oct. 13).
1781.

ABOVE - French Charleville Musket from the
Mauberg Arsenal. Model 1766. Used by New
Hampshire unit in Revolutionary War.

.....

Charleville Musket Stock Area of New
Hampshire Marked musket.
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ABOVE - British Brown Bess Musket. Used
by Both Sides. This is a Very Early,
Approximately 1750, Musket with a 49 Inch
barrel and is 64 %: Inches Long.

LEFT SIDE - Brown Bess.
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BRITISH BROWN BESS -Believed to be From the Yorktown Volunteers in Great Britain. Lock
Marked Ketland and Assembled in Great Britain.

ABOVE - Brass escutcheon marked Yorktown Left side with brass side plate of Brown
Volunteers 1794. Possibly put on after date, Bess.
for unit history in England.
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SPRINGFIELD MODEL 1873
TRANSITION MODEL SERIAL
NUMBER 71751

1873 Lock Plate Serial Number 71751
Right Side of Rifle.

1876 Rifle Serial number 71751 Left Side
of Rifle with ESA Cartouche, long Wrist,
Short Comb.
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The transition model 1873 Springfield
musket number 71751 was issued to
Company F, 4" Volunteer Illinois Infantry in
1898. This original 1873 was manufactured
in 1876 and is still in its original
configuration with 1873 dated lock plate
with all original parts, in an 1876 stock with
ESA cartouche in an oval. The stock has the
short hand grip and long cheek piece similar
to the later post 1873 model stocks. The P
proof mark is standard and the inletting is
correct for the heavier receiver made after
1875. The ramrod is the early 1873 model
with flat tip with no cup, and the upper band
has a small U with a large U on the middle
band. The hammer is the later variation
made after the early course checkering.

The rear sight is a standard 1873 with
graduations to |1 and headless screws.

Butt plate and screws are early original and
the breech block is an 1873 marked high
arch with a steel firing pin. The front sight
is solid with no pin or blade. It is marked
1873 with no crossed arrows near the date.
The serial number has been found in the
United States Archives as having been
issued for the Spanish American War. No
data , so far, has been found on the original
issue in1876 and any use by the military
until the War of 1898. It is very rare to find
a 45/70 musket in its original configuration
that avoided the modifications that the
military made from 1876 through 1898. All
1873 rifles and carbines with serial numbers
under 50,000 were supposedly scrapped.
The 1876 manufactured muskets were
started at about serial number 60,000. They
were followed by the 1877 at about serial
number 74,000. These muskets in the
60,000 to 74,000 range that escaped
modifications and sight changes are seldom

encountered, let alone issued in an early time

and reissued in 1898. One of the more
interesting aspects of the Trap Door rifles in
transition in 1876 was the weapons used in

the field and saw battle service in our
“Indian Wars”’and other hostilities. The
Army and the War Department desired to
upgrade field deficiencies found by actual
failures of weapons, and first hand
accounts of many battle encounters by
calvary and infantry personnel. The
initial service of 1873 models saw many
problems concerning the stocks, barrels
and receivers as well as other parts.
Several Army boards sought to enhance
and upgrade the model 1873 into a more
efficient weapon.

History of the U. S. Springfield Arsenal
and other government agencies found that
designs, metal, manufacture, and
maintenance were issues that needed
attention and quite a few efforts were
made to upgrade the standard weapons to
a more suitable combat arm.

1876 Transition Long Wrist 1873 Short
Comb.
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1876 Solid Front Sight, Solid Ram Rod and, Muzzle.

Left Breech block Dated 18 73.

Bottom Right 1873 Rear Sight
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Top Left

Bottom Left

1876 Serial Number 71751.

1876 Burtt Plate.

Top Right 1876 Lower Band Large U.

SPRINGFIELD 45/70 SAMPLES
MADE IN 1876

The following table is an example of 10
Model 1873 rifles made in 1876. The data
shows different models reflecting arsenal
changes to weapons at the time of the data.
As noted most rifles reflect the changes of
the date and 1877 was still listed as a model
1873. This was usually changed over the
years. An original condition as made is very
rare. Number 71289 still survived in 1881
as a 73 model where number 71299 was
listed as a model 1884 and as such would
have all of the current improvements. These
rifle were all issued in the time of * The
American Hostilities in the West”, and could
have seen quite a few battles and active
combat.
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Date Unit Weapon Assigned

~T3Rifle Feb 15, 1877 Battery L, 2" Artillery
84 Rifle 1898 Company F 4" Illinois Infantry
73 Rifle Feb 15, 1877 Battery L 2™ Artillery
: 3‘1@8_0 .~ TRifle  Feb 15, 1877 Battery L 2™ Artillery
71289 7T3Rifle  Jan9, 1877 Battery F 1 Artillery
B ‘71291 84 Rifle 1898 Company F 4" Illinois Volunteer Infantry
| 71295 73 Rifle Feb 15,1877 Battery L 2™ Artillery
~ 'i1299  84Rifle 1898 Company F 4" 1llinois Volunteer Infantry
71363 73Rifle  Feb 15,1877 Battery L 2" Artillery
- 71366 S 73 Rifle Feb 15, 1877 Battery L 2™ Artillery

5. It is a rare exception that an original 1873 rifle stayed in its original
‘, that }t was asmgned toa rmlltary umt The rifle cited, 71751 was

in a Model 1898 standard. There are no
nd the We_stem conflicts with army units



MODEL 1892 RIFLE SERIAL NUMBER 13464

On October 4, 1892, the Chief or Ordnance
directed the Commanding Officer of the
Springfield Armory to make preparations for
the manufacture of “the magazine rifle lately
adopted for the United States service.”
Springfield described the basic
characteristics of the rifle, “a caliber of .30 1s
recommended for the trial arm”, and the
board further decided that the cartridge be
the same exterior form and dimensions as
that used in the tests, which resulted in the
system represented by the Krag-Jorgensen
rifle No. 5 being selected for trial. All
service rifles were caliber 30/40, also known
as .30 caliber government. Test models
were made in 1892 and 1893. They were
single shot prototypes in .30 caliber using 36
to 40 grains of black powder. Many rifles
that were sold as surplus are still in active
hunting activities in the United States. ABOVE- 1894 Model Date with serial
number 13464.

The specific rifle shown is serial number
13464 and was manufactured by Springfield
Armory in 1895. Lt. Col. William Mook
collection.

Right Side of 1894 rifle with unique 1894 Bolt, Cocking piece, Magazine, and Extractor.
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1894 Krag with top view of rear sight with elevation adjustments from 700 to 1800 yards on the
top slide and 300 fo 600 yards steps on the left side. All graduations are in 100 yards with no
adjustment for windage. Rifles had a 30- inch barrel. This sight was replaced by the 1896 sight
designed by Lt. T.C. Dickson. The later 1896 Carbine had another sight graduated for the
shorter 22 inch barrel.

The Krag rifle was chambered for the 30/40 Krag with a 220 grain bullet. It was unique for the
Krag action that operated with a rotary magazine that worked well with that cartridge. Othcx.'
attempts at other chambering were unsuccessful. The cartridge was also found to be lower in
power during the War of 1898 and a new variation with 2200 FPS velocity was made. This
required new sights and major ammunition manufacture. The results proved quite bad as many

bolts and receivers could not handle the higher pressure. The Army returned to the older
ammunition, and great quantities were reloaded.
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1894 Krag Butt Stock with Flat Butt
Plate and no Door or Container for
Accessories. Later Changed to a Curved
Butt Plate and door for Cleaning Rod
and Oiler.

RIGHT - Script 1895 JSA (John
Sumner Adams). 1894 Cocking Piece
with Square Bottom, Safety Shroud

with Serrated Rings, Early Safety for 1894.

The 1894 Cut Off is different with Spring
and Lip for Receiver Notch. The Cocking
Piece and Firing pin are unique to Model
1894 and were later changed.

A major change was Made to the 1894
Receiver with the Model 1898 that had a
different bolt area modified and the cutting
of a notch for later extractors.

Bottom of 1894 Rifle with Script P for
Proof Mark Next to Trigger Guard.

U.S. Martial Arms Collector 135-21




The Model 1894 major differences include the front sight, the upper bayonet band, ramrod, the
barrel and a completely different stock. The first Krags had a full- length ramrod fitted under-
neath the barrel, with the stock machined with a slot and hole to accept the steel ramrod. The
back end of the ramrod was threaded for tools with the same thread size as used on screws used
from 1855 through the M1 Garand. The other end of the ramrod was tapered with a slot for a
cleaning patch. The upper barrel band was manufactured with a shroud to allow a hole to be
machined to hold the ram rod when in the stock. The stock was machined to hold the barrel band
in place with the extra metal shroud. The end of the ram rod hole and slot in the stock had a
machined steel block inletted and held in place to accept the threaded end of the ram rod. The
front sight blade was lower in size with different blade thickness with a step from the area in the
sight base and the exposed end of the sight blade. All of these differences are closely looked at
by collectors desiring all of the different models with parts that are unique to each model.
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COLLECTOR NOTES:

KRAG SERIAL NUMBERS
(Document From 18" Engineers To

Supply)

Date: November 16, 1917
From: Commander, 18" Engineers,
American Expeditionary Force. Ry.

To: Supply Officer, 18" Engineers,
American Expeditionary Force. Ry.

Subject:  Return of Rifles.

Herewith, ( Editor- 10 of 20 are listed). 20
rifles as per enclosed list, per telephonic
instructions on November 15, 1917.

Capt. 13" Engineering, Ry.

Company “C”. Rifles 1898, Cal. 30.

471804 (serial numbers)
469025,

471953,

770,

792,

819,

472218,

471891,

471860,

858.

(Note) Data, retyped for clarity, shows that
Krag Rifles were issued in World

War 1. The serial numbers include the
very first model 1894 (upgraded to 1898 )
and the very last model 1898 rifles in the
highest serial number range. Data found
National Archives, Washington, D.C.

EXCERPTS FROM ANNUAL
REPORTS 1880 - 1916

(Editor’s comments: The following retyped
copies of comments from the 1907-1908

reports show continuing comments on
arming the Navy and Marines. It appears
that this continued through World War L.)

Small Arms and Machine guns.

The Navy and Marine Corps are still
equipped with magazine rifles model
1898,while other military organizations use
the magazine rifle model 1903.The rifles
now in the Navy have been used for a
number of years and are rapidly becoming
unserviceable. In view of the frequent joint
expeditions, the importance of having small
arms uniform with those of the Army is
apparent.

A sufficient number of model 1903
Springfield .30 caliber rifles to equip the
battleships and armored cruisers in
commission have been purchased. Last
Congress appropriated $150,000 which is
available for the purchase of more rifles and
machine guns, and it is expected that all
vessels will be equipped with this improved
rifle within the next two years.

Practically all battleships and armored
cruisers are now equipped with the latest
model Springfield rifle, and Colt automatic
pistols will be furnished the fleet.

Equipping of vessels with Springfield rifles
has been carried on as funds permitted. At
present, some vessels have Krag-Jorgensen
rifles.

(Note) The Krag Rifles were in active use in
the Navy and Marines in World War I, and
the Army gave many rifles and parts to the
Navy. In approximately 1918/1919, a full
sale of rifles, parts, receivers and other
equipment was sold to Stokes Kirk of
Philadelphia and possibly other vendors.
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COLT OSS PISTOLS

] 26
SPIDO 472 | i 15>
Ser. No. 12478 ' 1lst IN.: /

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY SERVICE PORCES, wmurm‘ox 25, D.C.
To:t The Chief of Ordaance. ,

1 Y
It is desired that the Office of Strategic Services Requisition L
No. 49-091-45134b-0, dated 20 February 1945, be amended to read as follows:

a. Pistol, antomatic, Cal. .38 each 4L0O. 3
b. P;ml, automatic, Cal. .25 to be cancellod. :

By cozmand of Lieutenant ?meul SO¥ " RVELL:

1

- i
|

|

__.-.——"'-"——- ¥
L ; | ¥, A, HBEILEMAN,
||. ! Brigadier General, G. 5. U.,
23 (‘i ‘, Director of Supply, 4. 5. F,.
S -’“‘:.‘.’
-—‘ . ] Wm. R. mm’
i ‘ el tt. Colouel, C.A.C.,
ms i Exe0.y Ordpance——CWS Tezne Branoy,
| ~ Av 1 -1 128
Record.sesase ! Distribution D oo, AS

1. Basic letter fm 0SS, dated 23 March 1945, no file, subject:
™ffice of Strategic Services Requisitiop Ro. 49-091-45134b-0", to Ch/Ord
THRU: CG, ASF, |stated that upon direction fm Mr. M.I. McHugh, Chief,
Procurement and Supply Branch, request that subject Requisition be
amended as follows: oy

a. Pistol, auto, Cal. 3¢ -’nch 400

“\

b. rint.ol auto, Cal. 25 tE be unceuw

2. Thc Pistol, Auto. Cal, .25
duction facilities to ulnnrut.m Mr.
to the production difficulty and emcol.lht.
iadicated in the basic letter.

the lack of pro-
by Col. Dull as
tomatic Pistols

SUBJECY: 083 Requisition No. 4.9-991_4.»3:.»4-
SPDDO , =

! <% ;
w0 . ®
! L
31827 | e
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ANTIQUE ARMS SHOW

THE MARYLAND ARMS
COLLECTORS ASSN. INC.

PRESENTS “THE ORIGINAL
BALTIMORE SHOW”. CROWN JEWEL
OF COLLECTORS SHOWS WITH

1000 TABLES, AND EXHIBIT AREA

MARCH 15 - 16,2014 HELD AT
MARYLAND STATE FAIRGROUNDS
2200 YORK ROAD, TIMONIUM, MD.
Held Annually Since 1955

PUBLIC ADMISSION:

$10.00 SAT. * $10.00 SUN.
-NO MODERN HANDGUNS

-NO MD REGISTERED ASSAULT
Rifles.

s

Potomac Arms Collectors
Arms Show

Frederick , MD.

Sept. 8-9, 2013

The Elks Lodge,

289 Willowdale Drive
Frederick, MD 21702
Parking, Food and Beverages.

Tables For Collectors and Dealers

Quality Show, Fine Arms .
Public Invited

Maryland Laws Must be Obeyed for
all Weapons.

RAINBOW & RAINBOW

GUN ASSOCIATES
7029 Lakeport Road
Chittenango, New York 13037K
315687 3550 315363 1053
USKrags@Aol.com Dri894@Aol.com
30/40 Krag Rifles. Winchester LeverActions
Military Memorabilia Licensed FFL Dealer

Historic and Collectable Parts

Ross Kircher
US Militaria & Accouterments

and
Weapons

105 East Middle Street
Gettysburg PA 17325

717 334 5294
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SELL WITH THE BEST

THE #1 FIREARMS AUCTION HOUSE FOR 9 YEARS RUNNING!

ROCK IS D AUCTION COMPAN

; _,an auction house we have one common goal with  RIAC’s April Premiere Firearms Auction Realized $12.5 MILLION
.' our consignors, achieve the highest possible price - Be a part of our next Firearms Auction
- we make that happen by implementing the -z X

L RIAC/ADVANTAGE™,

- What is the RIAC Advantage?
+ Our advertising campaign remains unmatched. Each year we
place hundreds of ads in leading industry publications as well as
strategic investment campaigns in major national newspapers
which include The Wall Street Journal, USA Today and
Chicago Tribune. The fruits of our marketing efforts result
in thousands of sealed and telephone bids per auction and
hundreds of live bidders from around the World.

+ The finest auction catalogs and brick and mortar auction
facility in North America make Rock Island Auction Company
a destination for the many serious firearms collectors and
investment buyers.

« We cater to all levels of collectors, whether the firearm is valued
at $1000 or $1 million dollars.

+ RIAC works with trust advisors, estate planners, estate lawyers,
and collectors. We encourage you to take care of your family by
making plans now. Too often the significance of planning for
the future is overlocked. Whether you have a large collection i g
of firearms or firearms that have significant financial value it is Colt-Franklin U.S. Military Trails Rifle Seria
important to have a plan in place and we can help. We are also Number “7” Gravity Feed Repeating Bolt Action Rifl

prepared to purchase by private treaty or third party. i SO L D WK
5 = - 1/

k AT
=

2 63tstanding All
Complete Model 190

Mark 1 U.S. Springfield Bol
Rifle with Ultra Rare Originc
Pedersen Device with Metc
Case Magazine Canvas Pouc

SOLD 69,00

s
Except:onal U S. Spnngﬁeld Model
N 1875 Trapdoor Officer’s Rifle

SOLD $/G000

Extremely Rare Documented and Histori

To consign with the world’s #1 firearms auction company
contact our Acquisitions Department

Today by calling 800-238-8022 or
guns@rockislandauction.com

AUCTIONS:!
REGIONAL FIREARMS AUCTION -
(JUNEF287¥291&¢30;
PREMIERE FIREARMS AUCTION -
' ﬂg}D ‘ﬂ@ & ﬂ@ Desirable U.S.M.C. Model 1903 Springfielc
Sniper Rifle with Winchester A5 Telescopic SIgh

Magnificent Early U.S. Navy . 2 S 0 L D gﬂ

Documented Experimental Spnngﬁeld Model
1903 Semi-Automatic Rifle

SOLD Q@ﬁ]

Marked Colt Model 1911 Semi-Automatic
Pistol with 1912 Dated Swivel Holster

SOLD 851,750

Scarce Henry Dehuff U.S. Contrac
Model 1807 Flintlock Rifl

___ SOLD §77,250

Extremely Rare Documented U.S.
Sweitzer Model 1808 Flintlock Pistol

Formerly of the William Locke Collection PEss
~—* Qutstanding Wor ’C

SOLD @1] B o S e R " WarllMTCGarandSnlpe
SO C—— Rifle Complete with Matching Scope Base anc
\ > M82 Sniper Scope

on Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube!

i WWW.ROCKISLANDAUCTION.COM

The World Leader for Quahty 7819 42 Street West, Rock Island, IL 6120 - PHONE: 309-797-1500 or 800-238-80;
Collectable and Antique Firearms FAX: 309-797-1655 « EMAIL: info@rackiclandauction.com - Fully Licensed Class |11 Auctione,

. ROCK ISLAND AUCTION A ‘ n You u Like, Follow and Subscribe to RIAC SOLD gﬂ 3’80 u



OVER 125 SPRINGFIELD RIFLES T0 BE OFFERED!
AUCTION NO. 96 — SATURDAY — AUGUST 3#0, 2013 — 10AM EST

An extremely important collection of rare and desirable Springfield rifles...

B »ﬁ"-ﬁ-"’,!

Extremely Rare Springfield M1922 Heavy
Barrel International Match Rifle 1 of only 12
manufactured at the U.5.M.C. Small Arms Arsenal
in Phila, PA. (Former Burt Kellerstedt Collection)

Extremely Rare Springfield U.S. M1903
International Match Rifle with Remington
Heavy Barrel Assembled by Frankford Arsenal
January 1924 — one of the fifteen rifles selected

to be used in the 1924 Olympic matches

f;{; —';‘,..,A g p— e )
Extremely Rare Springfield U.S. M1903 . P i (L &

International Match Rifle with Winchester Heavy

Barrel Assembled by Frankford Arsenal 1924 (one of the fifteen

rifles selected to be used in the 1924 Olympic matches)

Custom Niedner Springfield 1903
Match T-style Heavy Barrel Target Rifle

=
L
R el

Extremely Rare Griffin & Howe Heavy Barrel

="Fe springfield Model 1903 with International Match Springfield 1903 Rifle

Winchester A-5 Scope and Star Gauged Barrel

"~ Excellent Springfield Model 1903A1

e Camp Perry Model National Match Rifl
“Very Fine U.S. Model 1903 Rifle with DY i

Warner-Swasey Telescopic Musket Sight

Excellent Model

. ._-w-"""'"' Wrytxcepuonal Springfield L RS <¥te 1303 NRA Sporter
Armory Model 1903 Ramrod-Bayonet Rife ™% -

Fine Springfield Model
1903 “Bushmaster” Carbine

Exceptional Springfield 1903 NRA
Match Rifle with Star Gauge Record

= Excellent Springfield Model 1903A1
Camp Perry Model National Match Rifle

i
Rare Springfield Model 1903
* o Match T Style Heavy Barrrel Target Rifle
Unique Springfield Armory Model 1903
Carbine One of only two made at Springfield Armory and
currently the only known example (Former Bob Rosenthal
Collection Former Bert Kellerstedt Collection)

Fine Marine Corps Model 1941

Sniper Rifle with Star Gauged Barrel and 8x Unertl Scope
Extremely Rare Springfield Model 1903
Air Service Rifle "Stripped for Air Service"

f Peter Waii igh llecti
(fomeReseiyenamiatCliecion rcmmas $35 Ground / $50 Ovrnighttobe maiedan uy 1901 |

...the finest collection to be offered in recent memory.

250 commercial street  suite 301 1
manchester, new h(n‘np%hir(' 03101
603/627-7383 tfax 603/627-7384

UL,TlON OM PANY IN -\\’\‘\"\‘V.Jﬂ](’)\l\(‘(lg.\LI( tron.com

jason & melissa devine ® nh license no. 2555




Accepting Quality Consignments

Historic Firearms & Early Militaria
Live Salesroom Auction
October 22-23, 2013

Featuring the Collection of Dr. David M. Nash of Texarkana, Texas and the second
portion of the Richard Wray Collection of Class Ill and Other Military Weapons.

Consignment Deadline

July 27,2013

Bid
In person, by phone,
absentee or online.

cowans.com

Springfield Armory Model 1922M2 Bolt Action Rifle

10:00 a.m. EST




SPRINGFIELD RESEARCH PRODUCT LIST
BOOKS, OTHER PUBLICATIONS

The Krag Rifle Story 2nd Edition

U.S. Martial Arms Collector Subscription (per year 4 issues)

(Foreign Delivery § 50)

Back issues

Springfield Research Newsletter (3 - 55) (Index to 1st 40 issues: SASE)

U.S. Martial Arms Collector (Issue 56 to current issue)

SERIAL NUMBER LETTERS

1) DCM Sales records (M 1903 1922-42, M1922, M1, Win. .22 rifles, M191INM & GO pistols)

2) Basic Letters with SRS Data from our Files

3) Research Letters Requiring Travel and Research at the U.S. Archives (January 2011)

$100.00

$35.00

$10.00 ea

$65.00
$50.00

$175.00

Civil War, Colt 1847 through Early Single Action Army, 1* USV, 7" Cav. ( Cost will be quoted and $ 250 will be a minimum.)

COPIES OF ORDNANCE MATERIAL

These are simply copies of material of interest from the Ordnance files, priced at the approximate cost of Archives reproduction.
(PLEASE CONTACT FOR AVAILABILITY (SOME ARE LIMITED AVAILABILITY).

1) Reports on Custer's Battles of the Yellowstone, Aug.,
1873 (Photo copy of text $30.00-Pre-Last Stand)

2) Official USMC correspondence on Sniper Rifles (incl.

Ord. Maint. Bulletin) & o . s e RN §25.50
3) Description & Instr. for the Use and Care of the
Winchester St Sy Rifle Calli et $10.00
4) Notes on Cal. .30 Model of 1918 Pistol (Pedersen
Device) by CaptuS Gl Green s e $25.00
5) Ord. Note 115, Oct. 1, 1879. Arms Captured from
HostilelIndians s s s ot e e g e $20.00
6) 1903 Springfield Ramrod Bayonet Rifle ....$15.00
7) 1922, M1, and M2 22 Caliber Rifles $10.00
8) Warner Swasey 1908 and 1913 Scopes $10.00

Note: All prices include shipping by surface mail within the U. S.; prices subject to change without notice.



DOUGLAS R. CARLSON

“Antique American Firearms”

P.O. Box 71035 -MAC, Des Moines, lowa 50325
Telephone (515) 224-6552

Colt 1894 U.S. Army 38 Double Action Martial Revolver

MAIL ORDER

CATALOGS OF FINE
ANTIQUE FIREARMS FOR SALE

Thdkddbhdbrhtdhs

})898- Colt, Remington, Smith & Wesson, Merwin & Hulbert, Many Others. Each ltem
escribed In Accurate Detail. Large 40 To 60 Page Catalogs Are Sent Out First Class

Mail Every 6 To 8 Weeks. Most Items Are Pictured. A Subscription To Six Issues Is

Slgs“l;‘e’“ ‘1;1 r'he UNITED STATES. All Foreign Subscriptions Are $ 40.00 U.S. For Six
§ VIA Airmail. You Wil Like My Catalogs! Try One! Sample Catalog $ 10.00

Fine Antique American Revolvers And Derringers From The Time Period 1848 To A *]
l
J
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