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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES

There have been many issues and changes
to sales and auctions over the summer of
2010. It has been accepted that the
economy of the United States and the
prices and value at the present time, have
changed. It appears that there have been
adjustments and everyone involved is now
affected. Sales at gun shows and auctions
during recent months have provided an
abundance of very desirable weapons.
Many have been sold at prices lower than
the prime time of 2007, with the market
being adjusted to current conditions. This
environment always creates an air of
mystery but also should be viewed as a
sign of our times.

We do not have an accurate daily update
of precise current prices as the rarity,
quality, and condition drives the sales
market as well as all outside forces of
politics, the U.S. Economy and the World
Economy.

We will have an unknown period of price
and demand changes that will change with
our free market system.

Collectors with available funds are
entering into a market where they can
obtain fine weapons at reasonable prices.
It is somewhat difficult to accept that
many prior sales made at the market highs
can not be duplicated at this time and it is
unknown what the future changes will be.
Springfield Research Service has found
many more pieces of data on U.S.
weapons and serial numbers.

The research continues with good results
but at a slower pace than in the past. We
now have an overload of information with
no easy way to store, correlate, and easily

~ retrieve. Many data points are great finds

but many are also limited to small numbers
of collectors with narrow interests. Other
areas still provide extensive data that is of
use to large numbers of collectors.

Working with the U.S. Archives and
military units is much more difficult and
requires much more time and effort.
Research is now in units of days and not
hours. The ability to travel is much more
time consuming and very costly. A sample
cost is the $ 28 parking rate in Washington,
D} %

Government personnel require exact

location to retrieve a document and a limited
number (sometimes one) of documents that
can be reviewed at one time. Many
documents cannot be found when an attempt
is made to check them out after previous
research visit. There is no way around it

and we must take the time and go with the
flow. There is no doubt that SRS will
require adjustments to complete research on
rare weapons

The difference between a prized U.S.
military used by the 1* US Cavalry, the 7",
10" and 2™, as examples, can justify
extensive time. The name and unit of other
soldiers and users may not justify the time
and expense.

We can only do a limited number of
extensive research efforts each year. The
limiting factor is the result that can only be
made after the research. There is no way to
predict the results and effort to be expended.
This a continual issue that will be addressed.
The U.S. Martial Arms Collector magazine
will remain our major effort with new
printing contractors and new mailing
systems. Computer fixes are easy but run
from $ 10 to $ 25 thousand for each major
system.
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We can expand the magazine and this will
continue. The SRS data base will be
expanded with more serial numbers, and
many news information pieces will be
added. This combination will continue to
provide information and articles based on
factual documents from various sources in
the government and known examples of
weapons. We are looking forward to
another year of progress and changes with
unique information.

Current Weapon Interest

We are working on new data for weapons
used by AmerIndians. The serial numbers
and information on U.S. military and
American Indians is of great interest, and
we have found more data including Indian
names with spellings that are both in
English and phonetically illustrated. Also,
key uses and in some cases, the actual
battles or military operations with
locations and dates. One remarkable find
included the complete serial number
markings for Single Action Army
Revolvers according to frame, trigger
guard and back strap, at a specific date and
location. Other data has included Colt
Letters that address serial numbers for
commercial sales and are also supported
by U.S. Army unit usage. We have an
extensive file on Colonel Colt Letters
from the percussion and later years. They
are very accurate but require almost a day
to read each hand- written page.

Great interest has been the location of
USMC weapons used by the 10" Marines
during Pacific operations. It include rifles,
carbines, and handguns. We have data on
USMC sniper rifles, 1903A4 rifles and
scopes, and various weapons.

Serial Number Oddities
It is still difficult to easily explain that
most military weapons are not in serial

number sequence nor in any exact
production schedule. Hand written ledgers
at the Archives are often difficult to read.

Tests were run at Springfield Armory on
contents of sample cases shipped from
Springfield to various depots and units.
There were no concectutive numbers in any
case of 10 weapons and many cases ran
from 100's to thousands in the 10 guns
noted.

There were many instances where shipments
of weapons were made with serial numbers
with no data on individual numbers with a
final destination. They had only date and
broad descriptions of shipping. The most
interesting items, such as 7" Cavalry or 1st
USYV are found in individual soldiers’
documents that require extensive research.
They also have wide variations and often
were issued to a single soldier that served in
different units. A single number difference
can not be verified to be in the same unit,
and in many cases not even to the same.
general area or not issued at all

The C&R ( cleaned and repaired) weapons
can also be a total rebuild of any or all parts
and finishes. They were also shipped with
new production weapons to a single unit or
wide variations in locations and units. In
some cases a rifle could be rebuilt with no
correlation according to receiver, bolt, or
any other parts.

A general range of serial numbers can be
very difficult to verify or non-existent and is
only based on known examples with U.S.
government documented serial number data

Springfield Research Letters

We are continually writing letters for our
subscribers. Our back-up varies from month
to month, and we still run into a search that
U.S. Martial Arms Collector 124-3
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takes several months to complete. It is a
matter of searching all available sources
and relying on government personnel.
One can not order several different groups
of documents and in most case only a
single group and can only look at one box
at a time. We must wait in line for a time
to address a new box and only look at it
after the previous one is turned in. We
must wait for one of several “pull times”
and in most cases just wait for the data.
The next issue is the description and
exactly the location. Without that data, it
could take months to find a document that
was previously checked out. We can write
some letters quickly, but a research letter
is now takes months. We will continue,
but the costs may need to change to a time
and effort procedure.

Basic letter- This letter provides
information from the SRS data base that
was compiled over many years of
research. This letter will include
information on a weapon and its use such
as military unit, date, and some secondary
information. It will not include names or
combat data. That data requires travel
and research at government facilities.

Research letter -This letter requires travel
to government facilities and research of
government records. It takes a minimum
of one day of analysis and most often 2
days. We can only do a limited number of
research letters per year. The more
valuable weapons require this type of
effort. All of our searches are done by
serial number. There is no way to do any
other procedure without many days of
searching. Completion of the search is

~ based on time and availability to visit the
~ government facilities. Additional data

will be listed on our web as it becomes
available. usmartialarmscollector.com.

Comments and inputs

We are always interested in receiving photos
via the internet for rare or unique weapons.
We continue to add many more photos for
our research and data base. It is an asset for
the U.S. Martial Arms Magazine and SRS
Newsletter.

Springfield Research Service Data Base
We are still exploring all ideas on managing
the data base, adding content, and line
services for number searches to get a serial
number confirmation. There would be a
monthly fee for the service.

Our subscribers to the US Martial Arms
Collector Magazine and Springfield
Research Newsletter are the only people
who can request a serial number search at
this time. We will respond with a yes or no
if we have data on a specific serial number.
There is no charge for subscribers. Our only
problem at this time, is numbers of requests
and we may need to limit requests.

Our main thrust is collectors and many
inquiries are now coming from dealers.
This is being reviewed.

Mail requires extra time for an answer to a
number request. A subscriber can request a
letter with basic or research information.
Please see our web site:
usmartialarmscollector.com

Please send inquiries and questions to:
editor@usmartialarmscollector.com

An inquiry can be made by mail to SRS
Box 126 Cabin John, MD 20818. This may
take an extended time to look up the number
and send a letter by mail.

Data on Books, and Web Page
All manuals and documents will be copies

of original government documents. We are
behind in this area.
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Past issues of the (MAC), US Martial
Arms Collector) can be ordered for $ 10
each postpaid. This will be in response to
subscribers that email a request for articles
in issues 55 through present.

Krag Rifle Story

Original new (1999 updated) editions with
serial numbers are available for $ 100
postpaid. They are limited in the number
and are below costs posted by many book
dealers. It is not expected that the supply
will last.

Serial numbers

The data base continues to grow and is
well over 100,000 numbers.

There are no plans to publish new serial
number books.

SRS and US Martial Arms Collector Web
site is: usmartialarmscollector.com

All of our products are only available to
our subscribers and are mailed from: U.S.
Martial Arms Collector Box 126 Cabin
John, MD 20818.

Back issues of the U.S. Martial Arms
Collector Magazines. The older
newsletters must be made by special
request from U.S. Martial Arms Collector
Box 126 Cabin John, MD 20818.

A few issues of The U.S. Martial Arms
Collector Magazines may be available as
copies only..

Springfield Research Service

The Springfield Research Service web site
is open: the best address is
usmartialarmscollector.com.

SRS Letters & Costs

Basic letter is $ 50.

Research letter (requires more than one
day of travel, access to government
facilities) $ 175 (letter orders can be made
for work and are available for 2010).
Cover The cover is a fine Model 1860
Colt Revolver. Courtesy: Jack Lewis.

Letters received and Answered

Our Henry (serial 4053) does not have
military markings. It was acquired by Capt.
Benjamin Thomas, an ancestor of my wife
who commanded a company of Colored
Infantry during the Civil War. The Henry
remained in her family ever since. Other
than family lore, we cannot prove that the
rifle was used by him during the war, but we
recently discovered a report in the civil war
records that suggests how the rifle may
have fallen into his possession. I have
attached a PDF copy of the report because it
is a good read. The report is also included
in an article in the Gun Report V47, No.4
(2001) which is an article about the revolver
mentioned in the article. We have an old
photo of Thomas in his uniform with other
officers one of whom appears to be the Capt.
Parks mentioned in the report.

Is it possible that the archival records of the
unit commanded by Capt. Thomas would
contain information on the rifle captured by
Thomas? What is your evaluation of the
chances of finding something about our
Henry in the archives?

How do I order and pay for issue 116? I
would like to read more about the Henry in
that issue.

It would be difficult. All of the numbers we
have found have been from Archive sources
and there is no data on your weapon. It is
possible to find data on the unit etc. but it
would take a lot of research time. An effort
like this may have no guarantee that any
serial numbers will show up. All of the SRS
data base comes from a serial number that
is based on a government document.
Researchers charge 850 per hour and it may
only lead to a lot of time expended.

U.S. Martial Arms Collector 124-5
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That is why many weapon owners come to
us and get a serial number checked first.

Hello, perhaps you can help me. Years
ago Frank Mallory wrote a letter on a
National match rifle that I own and I've
lost it. Can I give you the number and
perhaps I can get a copy of it?? THANK
YOU!!

I am sorry, we do not have a copy and we
would need to start all over. Any
subscriber may order a letter if we have
the data. Editor.

Thanks for your quick answers to my
questions.

You are welcome. Editor.

I have a model 1863 army, New Model
Remington 44cal.sn #971000.

Do any records exist on this firearm?

We have no Remington numbers that are
that high. Please recheck the serial
number and contact us again. Editor

Are serial number books available?

Sorry, no serial number books are
available.

Can you check on Garand numbers.

There is a no charge look up for our
subscribers (we answer with a yes or no if
there is information). We have some
Garand numbers but the Army will not
release most numbers. Editor.

I am a subscriber to the US Martial Arms
Collector and was wondering if you could
check your database for info on the
following pistol: Remington Rand M1911
#1746622 issued in August 1944.

Sorry, no data on that 1911 pistol. Editor

Do you have a record for: Wesson type 1
carbine #4427, Burnside type 3 carbine
#3349.

We do not have any Wesson serial

- numbers. Editor.

Reference my 1911 pistol. My old SRS data
bank shows it was shipped on 7-14-1913 to
the Frankfort Arsenal. I also have papers
that came with the pistol that show it was
sold to an officer and shipped to him from
the New York State Arsenal on August 29th,
1919. Would you have any additional
information for the six year period between
these dates?

Sorry, no additional data. Editor.

Sirs: First off, did Mr. Mallory attend the
Baltimore Antique Arms Show in March
2008? If so, I think he looked at a rifle for
me to authenticate it. Secondly, I own a
Springfield 1903 that I got from my Uncle's
estate. It is a National Match model, serial
number 1516840. It originally came from
an employee at Springfield Armory from
1936-1940 who became a nationally known
high power and small bore shooter, technical
firearms author and firearms expert at
Aberdeen Proving Ground and later
Frankford Arsenal before he retired.

Mr. Mallory passed away quite a few years
ago. It must have been someone else.

Sorry, we have no data on that number. The
Army will not release many serial numbers
on those rifles. Editor.

I'm trying to find any available information
about two CW firearms - one is a
Remington .44 revolver, the other is a
Merrill carbine. I have the serial numbers
for both.

Please send serial numbers for us to check
out. Editor

Editor’s Comment. One issue stops
responses. If SRS answers an email, and it
is blocked by the sender-- we can not do
anything about this and can’t return
comments. Our emails are returned.
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There is nothing we can do about this if
the sender has set up a block for
responses.

We also find many Archive documents
that are difficult to read or some that have
disappeared. We try to revisit each area to
confirm that the data is still accurate.
Working with some of the personnel is
difficult and takes time. It is also possible
to start a review of a document area and
find big gaps in the data as well as
deteriorated files that can crumble in your
hands. The result is a missing area of data
that cannot be rectified and the history is
lost. We receive many inquiries on a wide
range of subjects. Emails are now the
most common and require extensive time
to answer.

We will be rewriting areas of the web page
to clarify and hopefully, shorten any area
that leaves questions.

Editor’s Notes
Discussions with James Julia.

Recently, I had the opportunity to discuss
the gun market with Jim Julia, the
president of James D. Julia, Inc, a large
auction house in Fairfield, ME. The
conversation was confined to his business
areas of eight auctions that are run each
year. The comments outlining his
company’s multi-million dollar sales of
high quality auctions appear to be
symptomatic of the economy. His
auctions are unique as they are run in a
small town in northeastern New England
and are not in one of the large financial
city centers of industry such as New York,
San Francisco or other large cities. Jim
related to me that the market is changing
and the buyers and sellers must adjust to
the current trends in the U.S. and world
economies. Collectors and investors are
reacting to current trends similar to those
issues in the stock markets, employment
conditions, and economic conditions. The

rare, highly collectable and scarce firearms
are still being sold at high market prices.
Top quality is still in demand. The
somewhat costly items that were at a high
market value in 2007 are not in as much of a
demand or price in 2010. There are some
trends that are similar to the stock market.
The money invested in past sales may not be
realized in the current and foreseeable
future. This adjustment is looked at in two
different areas. The collector who has
acquired weapons over the years may not be
affected as they buy for the pure collectors
position and hold on to their collections.
Unless other influences require a sale, the
weapons will stay in their place. The influx
of recent investors are looking with a wary
eye at what is generalized as the market and
may sell in a similar way as they do with
stocks and bonds. There are no specific
rules to guide a sell or buy at specific times,
rates, and trends that provide daily control
of the stock and bond markets. The rates of
return will definitely be affected by
investors that entered the stock market and
will act upon current and projected price.

Jam Julia has some data that indicates that
there is some data to indicate that some
investors that acquired quality guns may
have made out financially better than
investing in the stock market. It appears that
collectors will be reacting to both unique
sparks of demand for specific collecting
areas and their ability to acquire more items
according to their personal finances and
opportunity. It appears that there will be
some good items available at reasonable
prices for those that have the assets to buy
with some degree of item knowledge and
desire for somewhat rare items of interest.
We will all be in a state wondering about the
local and world economy and our current
assets.
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Private Stephen Soars and his Henry rifle #8647

Stephen Soars, age 22, a farmer from Lycoming County, Pennsylvania, enlisted for three
years in the Union Army at Hughesville, PA on August 12, 1861. He was assigned to
Company A, of the 106" Pennsylvania Infantry. On September 18, he was transferred to
Company K, and was on extra duty as a wood chopper. Company K then was
incorporated into Company F, 106™ Pennsylvania Infantry.

Preparing for the battle of White Oak Swamp, part of the Seven Days Battles (Peninsula
Campaign) in Henrico County VA, on or about June 30, 1862, Private Soars dislocated
his right kneecap while notching sleepers for a corduroy road. At corps hospital, he was
assigned as a nurse. He returned to duty with Company F, and being somewhat infirmed
was re-assigned to division hospital again as a nurse, from July 1862, until September
1863. He then rejoined Company F, 106™ Pennsylvania Infantry, where on September
17® Private Stephen Soars was wounded in action in the bloody battle of Antietam.

After convalescing in hospital, he was transferred to the Invalid Corps (VRC) on
November 19, 1863, at Berry Hill (near Warrenton) Virginia. Records show this transfer
was due to chronic rheumatism, as a result of his battle wounds. Attached to the 99™
Company, 2™ Battalion, Veteran Reserve Corps, the 99th was formerly known as
Company G, 24® Regiment, VRC. The Invalid Corps was organized in Washington, DC
in September of 1863, and the unit description was changed to the VRC on March 26,
1863, and then was consolidated with the 102™ Company, 2™ Battalion VRC in June of
1864. These units performed various garrison duties in and around Washington, DC. He
was honorably discharged on August 13, 1864, and returned to his home in Pennsylvania.

On March 4, 1865, Stephen Soars re-enlisted at Williamsport, PA for one year, as a
Private in Company E, 3™ Regiment, U.S. Veteran Volunteer Infantry. As an enticement
for re-enlistment, these USV'V soldiers were given an initial thirty day furlough, a signing
bounty of $400, and the promise of receiving a repeating rifle, which would become their
personal property upon honorable discharge. Stephen Soars reported for duty with
Company E at Camp Stoneman, MD on April 18, 1865. The 3™ Regiment USVV was
assigned to the defenses of Washington, DC, and the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.

Henry rifle, serial 8647, was from a quantity of 127 Henry rifles ordered by the US
government from the New Haven Arms Company on May 16, 1865, and shipped on May
23, 1865 to the 3™ Regiment, U.S. Veteran Volunteer Infantry. Private Stephen Soars was
then issued Henry rifle, serial 8647. As he had former duty as a nursé, he was sent on
temporary detached service to a Union hospital in Washington, DC on June 1, 1865, and
after the war had ended was reassigned to Company E in July 1865.

In the fall of 1865, the 3™ Regt USVV was transferred to Camp Butler, IL. Camp Butler
was a Union training camp and prisoner of war camp. Private Soars had duty guarding
Confederate prisoners from December 21, 1865, until he was honorably discharged on
March 3, 1866, in Springfield, IL. It is assumed he had his Henry rifle engraved upon his
discharge, as was the custom of the time.




Returning home to Pennsylvania, Stephen married his sweetheart, Martha Snowden. on
February 14, 1867, in Muncy, PA. They moved to Milford Township, Riley County.
Kansas in 1869, to join his brother John, also a Union veteran, and return to farming.

Stephen was a successful farmer, buying larger acreage in Madison Township. and had
five children and two boarders by 1880. Afflicted with rheumatism, he suffered in the
Kansas winters, and moved his family to Dade City, Pasco County, Florida in 1882.

The family increased to seven children, five sons and two daughters. Stephen became a
well known nurseryman and horticulturalist, being one of the first to successfully raise
strawberries in Florida, and was the originator of a method of coping with peach tree root
knot disease.

Stephen had by this time dropped the final ‘s’ in his name, and was known as Stephen
Soar. He remained active in Masonic and Grand Army of the Republic works, and was
known as a quiet and friendly man.

Stephen Soar(s), age 89, passed on December 8, 1927, of a cerebral hemorrhage. He was
survived by his wife and five sons, his two daughters pre-deceasing him. Laid to rest in
Dade City cemetery, lot 15, block H, section B, row 20, site 1029.0

Thank you, Private Stephen Soars, for your service to our Country.

[ am proud to be the custodian of Henry rifle 8647; a part of American history.

Dr. Burton C. Zwibel

U.S. Martial Arms Collector 124-9
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Dade City, Pasco County, Florida, 1925.
Stephen Soars, on left, pictured with his

son Victor, grandson Alfred, and Alfred's
son.
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BARRINGER RIFLE SIGHT

The following photos are of a rare example of the Barringer front and rear sights mounted on a
U.S. Model 1884 rifle dated 1885. It is believed that this sight was also tested on other U.S.
arms. Very little is known about this testing and the photo depicts the very rare weapon. SRS

photos. Data courtesy of Neil Gutterman.
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USMC M1 Carbine Issued To 10™ Marines World War 2

The following photos and data are for an M1 Carbine that was issued to the United States
Marine Corp and the 10" regiment in World War 2.. The unit was famous for its many battles
and combat efforts in most of the Pacific operations. The weapon was sold through the
Civilian Marksmanship Program. The current owner contacted Springfield Research Service
and placed a research request which confirmed the serial number as a USMC weapon.

Q

SPRINGFIELD RESEARCH SERVICE

Box 126 Cabin John. Maryland 20818
Web Site: usmartialarmscollector.com Email: editor@usmartialarmscollector.com

January 25, 2010

Dear Sir:

Pursuant to your request for information on U.S. M1 Carbine, serial number 303681,
Inland Division, please be advised that the records of the U. S. Ordnance Dept. contain the
data shown below on this arm.

Type: M1 Carbine, Caliber .30.
Issued To: 10™ U.S. Marines during World War 2.
Returned To Supply: 21 October, 1946.

This weapon was issued to the USMC during World War 2 and used by the USMC Artillery
Regiment of the United States Marines that fought at Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Saipan, and
Okinawa.

The 10" Marines were relocated to Camp Lejeune, North Carolina after World War 2.
Excess USMC unit weapons were sent back to supply.

This data was found in Record Group 127 at the U.S. Archives Records, Washington, D.C.
We trust the information furnished above has been of interest.

Very respectively,

Wayne P. Gagner
Editor and Chief Researcher
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Book Review

Edward Scott Meadows has written and
distributed the U.S. Military Automatic
Pistols 1920-1945. It is Volume 11 and
builds on previous work finished in Volume
1 and will follow in a third work at a later
date. The author has taken a great effort to
utilize factual Ordnance Reports and other
documentation for accuracy and a most in
depth analysis of U.S. military handguns.
Volume 11 has extensive new information
including serial numbers, assigned ranges of
serial numbers, and manufacturers.

The 445 pages are an extensive work on
weapons in this era. All of this is supported
by not only the model 1911A1 but also other
weapons such as the Colt Ace, other Colts
and High Standard models. The model
1911A1 is described in detail along with all
manufacturers including Colt, Singer,
Remington Rand, Ithaca, and Union Switch
and Signal. All government activity in this
process and also data on the Springfield
Army models are covered. All
manufacturers have detail concerning
historical development, changes to the
original design, and war efforts to increase
production. Details of each change and
process are supported by excellent
photographs that are in clear detail. Each
block or serial numbers, finish, and parts are
also in detail. Of great interest is the
inspection process and many details of what
each weapon was subjected to with their
acceptance for military usage.

The photos provide very accurate collector
interest along with the markings, serial
numbers, quantity made by each contractor,
and additional information. There are
copies of photos of personnel in the
manufacturing, machine operations, and
many descriptions of the manufacturing
process. Each manufacturer is outlined with
- specific data on the company, production,

serial number blocks, and many specifics
unique to each company. Many detailed
photographs show clear and concise
information. The historical information for
each manufacturer offers many details of
the program for delivery of weapons to the
United States Government. There are
images of operational use of the handguns
in operations and combat. There is a
collectors’ area of interest that shows and
details many of the comparisons of parts
side by side between the manufacturers.

The data on the manufacturing of barrels
from many sources is also detailed. It
appears that all facets of fabrication,
assembly, test and acceptance are available
for all manufacturers. The packaging and
parts identification are in detail.
Experimental, limited use, and special
modifications are included. There is a
complete analysis of renumbering, rebuilt,
and cutaway models offer more data for
collectors. The sections on oddities,
anomalies, and accessories have an
excellent section on ammunition that offer
more complete information for the
collector. The detailed data on Colt 22
caliber pistols and High Standard Company
products round out a rather complete
description of handguns in this era. The
combination of 445 pages and a high count
of quality photographs, drawings, and
illustrations provide a major book based on
hard authentic detail. We believe that is an
asset to collectors, researchers and others.
The author, Edward Scott Meadows is a
seasoned author and distributes and sells
this book through many dealers, shops, and
stores associated with weapons and
collectibles. It was copyrighted in 2009
and is listed as ISBN 0-9771286-7-9.
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The following document shows data on the transfer of over 100 NRA Springfield 1903 Sporters
with ammunition sent to the USMC from the FBI in 1943. It may account for USMC rifles with

drilled and tapped receivers and replacement barrels.
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Benicia Arsenal Research on Springfield 45/70 Carbines

Beodguariers Bilifory Blulslon of the Yoeife & Bept, of Colifarais,

Presidio of San Francisco, Cal.,..............oooooooeeenennn, , 188.....
e e T
[ Through Comdg. Gen. Deph. of ...................o.ooooomemeeeeameeemeenaeeacees )

Sty :—

The Division Commander directs me to say thal the pistol grip of the Mili-
tary Division of the Pacific (see plaie herewith) is even more important on Lhe
carbine than the rifle. It is nwow made of metal at the Springfield Armory, and,

lske any other Ordnance property, can be oblained on approved requisition at Benicia
Arsenal.

This,

and a broad covered fromt sight (see plate herewith ), which will enable the
carbine to be accuralely leveled and protect the front sight from becoming worn or
polished,

and a small screw (see plate herewith) placed in the block which moves
between the guide-bars of the rear-sight leaf slide to prevent the lateral motion of
the slide,

and a holster into which the carbine can be quickly disposed of, and which
will prevent all injury o i, appear to meet all the wants at present expressed by
the 1st and 6th Cavalry.

If these wants are generally felt by company cavalry officers they should, if
they adopt the devices proposed, or present betier, make known their wishes to the
Cmmaﬂdmg Officer Benicia Arsenal, ‘through their Department Commander.

A The ?utol gnp, broad covered front s;ght and cariridge with the 500-grain
f__bullct 'tmd ‘170 grm qf fOWdor are ¢xp¢atcd‘ la do much to zmprova carbine



Benicia Research. The description in the above page is typical of many tests and studies to
make the 45/70 Carbine and rifle more adaptable to western combat. Both components, sights,
and ammunition were topics of interest as well as cost and effectiveness. The drawing shown
below is for Trapdoor Carbines to be upgraded with the following components during the
February 1882 time frame. These suggestions included the steel pistol grip, rear sight, trigger,
front and rear sights and new ammunition. Benicia Arsenal and the 1* and 6" Cavalry units had
inputs for possible improvements. A carbine with all of the stated improvements would be a rare
find and we know of none that exist to date. The drawing is a reconstruction worked on by SRS
to enhance its readability and was found in the U.S. Archives).

\(-;h.uﬂm' <o.u.n:|u|’¢)
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Benicia Arsenal 1882 Testing of 45/70 Carbine Barrels
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Kelton Experimental Rear Sight
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Kelton Experimental Rear Sight
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Harrison Experimental Lock

The above is a view of the inner side of- the lock plate of a Springfield breech-loading rifle, with * the

Harrison Bolt (A) applied. It also shows the breech block (D) with the cam-latch and swivel (C), and the recess

(G) in the breech into which the !wivel of the cam-latch drops when the breech is closed.

-

The full lines show the pauno- of the parts mlh Lbe hammer at full-cock ; :he -dotted lines the same

llﬂde of tlu lock phu. by the screw (!’). nd is: W %0 as to move Ionptudlully upon the screw. Slots will be

cut in the main spring block (J), and the raised edge (H) of the recess (G), flush with the surface of the lock plate

to admit the bolt. This with the tapping of lhefbkl« Ih screw (F) are all the alterations required upon the piece
in order to affix the i znpmuum.

It will be seen that vhu the hammer p-ug beyo-d.";h position of half-cock, the tumbler (B) presses against
the cam of the bolt (A) and forces the bolt forward so thit‘its point closes the mouth of the recess (G), to the exit or
entrance of the cam latch swivel (C), thus preventing the breech being opened, if closed, or, if the breech be open
preventing its closure and the consequent completion of the operation of loading, without sreturning the hammer
to half-cock. [An example of this second case is illustrated in the drawing.] The cam of the bolt is kept against
the tumbler by the action of the spring (E). -







oftware JE (Java Edition)
tform ... Windows, Mac and Linux

T i

www.nmcollectorsoftware.com

Customizable software to help manage your collection. Includes room
for standard information, notes, and pictures. Designed specifically for
collectors (Firearms, Japanese Swords, Coins, Knives, Stamps, etc.)
and any platform (Windows, Mac and Linux).

Only $29.95 for electronic delivery or $49.95 delivered on castom USB
flash drive.

PACA GUN SHOW

Ross Kircher

The Potomac Arms Collectors
Association will hold its annual
show In Frederick, Maryland

US Militaria & Accouterments
Historic and Collectable Parts

and on September 11. 12, 2010.
Weapons Elks Lodge # 684, 289
Willowdate Road, Frederick,
105 East Middle Street MD 21702
Gettysburg PA 17325
717 334 5294
E
| RAINBOW & RAINBOW
E GUN ASSOCIATES
E i 7029 Lakeport Road

Chittenango, New York 13037K
315687 3550 315363 1053
USKrags@Aol.com Dri894@Aol.com
30/40 Krag Rifles. Winchester LeverActions
Military Memorabilia Licensed FFL Dealer
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Premaiere Firearms Auction

Presented by Rock lsland Auctton Company DECB”Zb er 3 4 6‘7"

m‘wﬂ_ =

Scarce U.S. Contract New Haven
Arms Co,, Henry Rifle

¢ Large Documented Historic
¢ U.S. Garrison Flag Flown at
! the Lincoln-Douglas Debate
' at Knox College, Galesburg, IL.
@l li he Flag now has a total of 36
AR stars. 3 were added after the
W' historic debate of 1858.

Exceptional U.S. Mode!
1836 Johnson Contract
Flintlock Pistol

(Pictured with Case) Rare
Custer
Serial
Range 7th Cavalry
Single Action
Revolver with Holster
and Kopec Letter

FWWW.ROCKISLANDAUCTION.COM'
; View the entire catalog online
6 weeks prior to the auction

“ ORTO ORDER YOUR FULL-COLOR 2-VOLUME SET
. CATAI.OG CALL 800- 238 8022 (560 INC. S&H)

Above are select highlights from the December Auction. Consign you |tems d y tobea part of this sale.
This auction already includes incredible Colts, fine Winchesters, Part Il of the William Ashby military collection,
impressive sporting arms and much more!

. Rock Island Auction has been
_— . the #1 firearms auction house
Magnificent Springfield Model 1903 for both number of firearms sold
Rod Bayonet Bolt Action Military Rifle _ o
at auction and firearms sales at

sold $69,000 auction for six years running.
* In the last 6 years Rock Island Auction has sold no less » RIAC is the only firearms auction house to advertise
than 97% of the items brought to the auction block. with full page ads in the Wall Street Journal, USA Today,
What comes to the auction sells! Chicago Tribune, and Baltimore Sun as well as dozens of
* RIAC offers competitive commission rates. industry publications.
* RIAC offers an award winning auction catalog « We work with trust advisors, estate and collectors

* RIAC has an extensive internet presence.

SEEKING ONE PIECE OR AN ENTIRE COLLECTION

CALL PATRICK HOGAN OR JUDY VOSs 800-238-8022 FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SELLING AT AUCTION
Visit our web site for a list of important questions to ask any auction house before consigning.

Don’t wait until after the auction to say... | wish | had known!

The World Leader for Quality Collectable and Antique Fircarms (
4507 49th Avenue, Moline, IL61265 Phone: 309-797-1500 or 800-238-8022 \

Fax: 309-797-1655 Email: info@rockislandauction.com www.rockislandauction.com “O( K ':; :‘\‘[5’\}\1\( MON




The auction process is the most powerful marketing method in the world today. A collection of quality firearms handled by the world’s leading firearms auc-
tioneer will produce the best immediate rate of return for you. Your collection, featured in our spectacular catalogs with realistic estimates, will draw together
avast cadre of motivated buyers who will compete for your items. Sometimes the results can be truly exciting. No one in the world will charge less than the Julia
Auction Company for expensive items (0% is about as low as you can go). Over the last 6 years no one in the world has a record for successfully selling more ex-
pensive items than the Julia firm, Our firearms auctions have averaged in excess of $10 million each. Our goal is not to handle vast number of guns, but to put
together select auctions of quality guns which will attract one of the most advanced, affluent and competitive cadre of buyers in the industry.

Some successes since

'JAMES D. S timulus October 2008

Colt Walker A Co. 210 Est. $500,000-51,000,000

Seller’s commission on expensive items. SOLD $920.000

0 Why would you pay more? Consider this: )
0 IfJulia’s sells your expensive guns for $3,000,000 you get nearly .World meiwe o e TROM Expsae

$3.000,000 single firearm sold at auction in history

or sell them through another auctioneer who charges 10% you
get only $2,700,000 (a loss of $300,000!'?)

= Rare J. Ulrich Engr. Gold
— orsell them through another auctioneer who charges 20% you [INItesE. .\‘;'.,Jd 1873 and

get only $2,400,000 (a loss of $600,000!!?) 1876 DIx Lever Action Rifles

2. CaSh advanCCS. On important collections or consignments (no 15-20% interest charges cither).

- b
3. Flndel’ S fees. We pay significant finder’s fees for leads on large and important collections. If you

know of an important collection or an estate coming to market call us immediately. You could earn a great deal [HRRIHNEEY SN
Sportsman Col. A.

of money with one simple phone call. H L g Q 'R .
O V oge

(Est. $100,000 - $250,000)
4. FI'CC PICk llp on quality collections and/or large consignments, anywhere.

SOLD $316,250
5. ‘The finest marketing and promotion plan in the business.

Our catalogs are the finest in the industry. There is no equal. We work for you and we do everything we can to

maximize your return.

SAA Colt. Sears &
) - Rocbuck Special
ers’ selling. We work for you only!! - Sl (Murphy Coll.,

: March 2009)
IZst: $450-800,000

SOLD
$747,500

6. We are auctioneers only, not dealer/auctioneers. ou m, 3@ g 4 EngGold Intaid

energy, moncy and efforts are all expended on you. We do not compete with our buyers’ buying or with our sell-

7. 'The strongest rate of return! caus todsytcosts nothing o call butit could cost
you a great deal if you are selling and you don't call us.

lmp Eng SAA. The e
* 4 Larlics lhun Fact Ling

S-A.Chhe 1876 Contennial {1 & Exrraord. Cased Fluted Colt 2 N
Colt) (Murphy Coll Mod 1860 Army Pere. Rev. w/Matching i | ProfFabbri best

k
NMarch 2009) Shoulder Stock. Eatraord. Cased Engr.No.2 Coh quality pigeon guns

s1:535 < z
Es1: $350-600,000 (Es1: $350-5450,000) Paterson Belt Model Perc. Rey

(Fs1:8275-500,000) (Est. S160-200,000)

SOLD $701,500 | SOLD $454,250 | SOLD $517,500 § SOLD $184,000
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AUCT'ON NO 80 == NOVEM For all upcoming auctions.

The consignment deadline for our
November sale is October 18th

Colt U.S. Model 1876 Gatling = -
Gun in .50-70 Government on
QOriginal Carriage

Early U.S. Model 1841 Bronze 6 Pounder by N.P. Ames

250 commercial street = suite 3011
manchester, new hampshire 03101
| @ 603/627-7383 fax 603/627-7384

www.amoskeagauction.com

AUCT!ON COM PANY INC jason & melissa devine * nh license no. 2555
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( :OMN' Historic Firearms and Early Militaria
October 27 & 28, 2010 10:00 Am EDT

U.S. Springfield Armory Model 1903, Serial Number 40098
Issued to Franklin Murphy, Governor of New Jersey in 1904

Bid In person | Live | Absentee | Telephone
Jack Lewis - Historic Firearms and Early Militaria | 513.8711670 ext. 27 | firearms@cowans.com
Cowan's | 6270 Este Avenue | Cincinnati, OH 45232 5138711670 | Fax 5138718670 ... cowans.com




SPRINGFIELD RESEARCH PRODUCT LIST
BOOKS, OTHER PUBLICATIONS

The'Krag:Rifle Story 2nA BAIUON ......cocceiieerecessnnessasevasssanssiossssasssssmsnssastaisssesstenssssssa s ses s 00 ettt Loe PO

U.S. Martial Arms Collector Subscription (per year 4 iSSUES) ... ....cee LSS e LR OIS 35.00
(Foreign Delivery $ 45)

Back issues

Springfield Research Newsletter (Special order only, 15t 40 ISSUES) ....cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinieeie et ss st en s s ssas s srnsans
U.S. Martial Arms Collector (Issue S6 t0 CUITENL ISSUE). ... ...ccre s e vats s r e st o Sys s E e AR 10.00 ea
SERIAL NUMBER LETTERS

1) DCM Sales records (M1903 1922-42, M1922, M1, Win. .22 rifles, M191INM & GO pistols) ...cccceoeieecueicineences $50.00
2). Basic Letters with SRS Data from our Files ... i e e et e Ao e $ 50.00
3) Research Letters Requiring Travel and Research at the U.S. Archives (January 2009) ........ccooeoeiiiiiiiiiniiiiinn. $ 175.00

COPIES OF ORDNANCE MATERIAL ;
These are simply copies of material of interest from the Ordnance files, priced at the approximate cost of Archives
reproduction. PLEASE CONTACT FOR AVAILABILITY (SOME ARE LIMITED AVAILABILITY)

1) Reports on Custer's Battles of the Yellowstone, Aug.,

L83 s L L i nis e i e e S BT et
2) Official USMC correspondence on Sniper Rifles (incl.
OrdSMaint Bulletin) e st s 25.50
3) Description & Instr. for the Use and Care of the
Winchester: SESHR1flelCals 2 s 5.00
4) Notes on Cal. .30 Model of 1918 Pistol (Pedersen
Device)iby(CGapt. SiG Greent o e e e 15.00
5) Ord. Note 115, Oct. 1, 1879. Arms Captured from
Hostile Indians:....c.o a5 i I S e S 15.00
6) 1903 Springfield Ramrod Bayonet Rifle .......... 10.00
7) 1922, M1, and M2 22 Caliber Rifles

7.50

8) Warner Swasey 1908 and 1913 Scopes
7.50
9) 1903A1 Shop Manual Reprint, 51 Pages




DOUGLAS R. CARLSON

“Antique American Firearms”

P.O. Box 71035 -MAC, Des Moines, Iowa 50325
Telephone (515) 224-6552

Colt 1894 U.S. Army 38 Double Action Martial Revolver

MAIL ORDER

CATALOGS OF FINE
ANTIQUE FIREARMS FOR SALE

Tk hh ke

Fine Antique American Revolvers And Derringers From The Time Period 1848 To
1898. .Colt, Remington, Smith & Wesson, Merwin & Hulbert Many Others. Each Item

Desc'rlbed In Accurate Detail. Large 40 To 60 Page Catalogs ,Are Sent Out First Class
Mail Every 6 To 8 Weeks. Most Items Are Pictured. A Subscription To Six Issues Is

SI:0-00 én . e UNITED STATES. All Foreign Subscriptions Are § 40.00 U.S. For Six
sues VIA Airmail. You Will Like My Catalogs! Try One! Sample Catalog $ 10.00
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