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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES

The New Year

The new year will be a good one for
collectors and those seeking historic and
military weapons. New finds are
continually being uncovered and many
collections are changing hands through
sales at auction houses and many dealer
locations.

There have been some record prices but,
many weapons have been competitive
priced at many auction houses, as well as
large and small gun shows. We receive
many more inquiries from collectors,
dealers, and auction houses for Springfield
research serial number verifications.
There is a big interest in 1903 and 1903A3
rifles in all ranges of condition and years
of manufacture.

There has been a steady increase in
interest concerning higher priced weapons
such as the Henry, historic trap doors, and
Krags. We receive many more questions
concerning standard issue 45/70
Springfields and many new variations and
trial weapons of all types. It seems that
people have a greater interest in weapons
that have been handed down in their
families and seek any information that is
available. Unfortunately, many inquiries
only state a vague description and in some
case only the word Springfield.

Our data base has increased and has data
that is both extensive and very brief.
Examples of new brief serial number data
includes Krags sold in 1918 from a
Springfield Armory sale to a large
commercial company; shipment records of
Sharps weapons from the Army; and
similar information on other weapons. We
may not list many of these numbers as
they only offer brief information such as
model type, date, and general disposition.
We are looking at all of the issues that
subscribers are interested in, and we will

provide as much information as is available.
Colt Information

This is a much harder task than was
originally thought. SRS has many pages of
letters, descriptions, notes, and military
correspondence between Col. San Colt and
various miliary officers and facilities. These
documents cover the years of 1847 into the
1860's and 1870's. They offer many
historic issues but reading them is almost
impossible, and it is very hard to understand
the hand writing. A single page may take
hours.

Also found in the Colt documents are
information on other manufacturers and the
documents appear to be mixed together
through some military/archive/storage
process. This will take some sorting
procedures and will take time.

Serial Number Oddities

It has been known for quite some time that
well seasoned collectors knew of

Springfield weapons produced in original
configurations with numbers beyond what is
considered normal for the accepted observed
serial number ranges.

Guns include Krags, Trap doors, Sharps,
possibly 1903's, and others.

These guns were made in small numbers as
late as the 1940's. Some were sold by the
Park Service during the Springfield Armory
transition and all appear to have had a paper
or cardboard tag. They were sold to the
workers at Springfield and also to the public
by the Park Service. One example appears
to have been a Sharps Carbine with coffee
grinder stock.

We have been looking for years, for a copy
of the hanging tag, and examples of this rare
series of weapons. We do have a 26 inch
Krag rifle that is out of the accepted number
range but it has no record or other data.

We would like to hear from anyone that has
information on any of these weapons and
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especially the Springfield tag.

Other issues include serial numbers for
different manufacturers and different
alottements for each manufacturer.

The 1911 pistol that was made by several
different companies has caused some
questions about serial numbers matching
company serial number allotments. In
some cases, we have records that do not
specify the manufacturer. We can not
verify that the number matches the
company because of a possible overlap of
serial numbers between manufacturers.
We have very accurate government
documents on serial numbers assigned to
different companies and we are in the
process of trying to sort out any
discrepancies. This data may be published
in the future as it develops.

Springfield Research Letters

We are continually writing letters for our
subscribers. Our backlogs has been
completed for research letters and we will
be responding to new requests. Basic
letters have been continually provided.
Our web site has had a constant activity of
one thousand to fifteen hundred of hits per
months.

SRS will provide the following letters for
2009.

Basic letter- This letter provides
information from the SRS data base that
was compiled over many years of
research. This letter will include
information on a weapon and its use such
as military unit, date, and possible
secondary information. It will not include
specific data on names or combat use that
requires travel and research through
extensive visits at government facilities.
This category will also include Sales letter
information with any available sales
documents and other similar data. We
receive many requests for 1903 sales
rifles, NRA sporters, National Match
rifles, International rifles, Colt, Smith &

Wesson pistols, and General Officers
weapons. We will provide Springfield
records of DCM sales documents if they are
available.

Research letter -This letter requires travel to
government facilities and research of the
original documents. It takes a minimum of
one day of analysis and requires travel,
research, and review at government
facilities. These efforts will be limited in
number and may take several months to
accomplish . Competition of the search is
based on time and availability to visit the
government facilities as well as their
regulations. Each request requires a search
to insure that the data is correct and still
exists. There have been cases of U.S.
documents being absent or missing and
some may be missing forever.

Additional data will be listed on our web as
it becomes available.
usmartialarmscollector.com.

Photos

We are continuing the addition of many
more photos for our research and data base.
The process will take more storage and
facilities and will be used for the U.S.
Martial Arms Magazine and SRS
Newsletter. It also requires a new
procedure to store and catalogue the photos.
This is expected to continue and will add
more data for SRS research. We will be
adding more photos and data on as many
U.S. military weapons as we can. Our only
limits continue to be the time and effort
available to do research at government
facilities.

Springfield Research Service Data Base
Website access to the serial number data
base was shut down. This was necessary
due to many misuses of the data. Quite a
few people have been copying a serial
number, or a page of serial numbers, and
using it as part of a sales document quoting
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SRS as the documentation source.
Misleading information can be made and
it is not authorized by SRS. All SRS data
1s copyrighted and no other source has
approval to use any part of it.

We have also been informed that others
have been using the web site to promote
their own letter writing and research
services.

SRS will continue services for subscribers
only. Our subscribers to the US Martial
Arms Collector Magazine and Springfield
Research Newsletter deserve the benefits of
SRS and may email a request for a serial
number. We will respond with a yes or no
that we have data on that specific number.
There is no charge for subscribers.

The ability to search through the serial
numbers on the internet will not be
available in the future.

In order to provide a service to subscribers,
anyone that receives the magazine will
have the option of sending an email with a
serial number of interest, or using the mail
for a request. Mail will require extra time
for an answer. At that point, a subscriber
can make a decision if he or she wants to
order a letter with additional information.
Only subscribers will be able to order
letters. Please see our web site:
usmartialarmscollector.com

Please send inquiries and questions to:
editor@usmartialarmscollector.com

An inquiry can be made by mail to SRS
Box 126 Cabin John, MD 20818. This
may take an extended time to look up the
number and send a letter by mail.

We also review activity on the various web
sites and find that our readers should be the
ones that benefit from our data base, book
sales, and other products.

Plans are underway to expand some of our
products with additional manuals and
books. As we develop the products, they
will be put in the magazine and on the US

The Archives has hundreds of thousands of
documents and there have been some recent
finds of Army documents on serial numbers,
ordnance records and papers. We may
include more data on the web site, if it is of
interest and benefits our readers.

Martial Arms Collector web site.

Data on Books, and Web Page

The serial number books continue to be
available for purchase by MAC subscribers.
There will be major changes in the list of
publications that will be available. Demand
and capability to produce documents will be
the factors for expansion. All manuals and
documents will be copies of original
government documents.

Upgrades will also be put on the magazine
web site. This will include new data,
information on back issues, and other
information concerning the MAC and SRS.
We will continue setting up a plan to list
articles of specific interest with issue
number on the web page. The lost software
has been corrected and we will start a
process of emailing a list of articles for the
early magazines (1 through 40). This will be
in response to subscribers that email a
request to us for an outline of past articles.
Krag Rifle Story

Original new second editions with serial
numbers are available for $ 100 postpaid.
They are limited in the number and are
below costs posted by many book dealers.
Serial numbers

The data base continues to grow and is well
over 100,000 numbers. There are no plans
to publish new serial number books.
Subscribers may email to verify if a specific
serial number is in the new upgraded data
base. This will take extra time.

Web site is: usmartialarmscollector.com
Volumes 1, 2, 3, and 4 are in the softbound
book series. Volume 2 is available in a new
format as a copy with plain binding.
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The first Volume 2 has been out of print
for several years.

Volume 4 is updated and is bigger than the
original and contains more serial numbers
in a 200 page plus volume.

Each Volume has a different set of serial
numbers. We have many more Krag serial
numbers from the U.S. Government sale of
Krags to a large surplus dealer in 1918.
The data only has minimal information
with no names of the sales recipient.
Single or complete sets of the serial
number books are available from the U.S.
Martial Arms Collector office. The books
can be purchased only by subscribers and
are mailed from: U.S. Martial Arms
Collector Box 126 Cabin John, MD
20818.

Back issues of the U.S. Martial Arms
Collector Magazine and Springfield
Research Newsletter are available from
number 1 through 116 and can be ordered
from U.S. Martial Arms Collector Box
126 Cabin John, MD 20818.

A few issues of The U.S. Martial Arms
Collector Magazines may be available as
copies only.

Past publications requires us to store most
old issues and keep them air conditioned.
We will do this as long as practical.
Springfield Research Service

The Springfield Research Service web site
(www.armscollectors.com/srs.htm) is
closed. A new site is open:
usmartialarmscollector.com.

It will be expanded with as much
information as is possible in future months.
SRS Letters & Costs

All letters are available. SRS serial number
information letters include:

Basic letter (and sales letters) $ 50.
Research letter (requires more than one day
of travel, access to government facility and
research) § 175 (orders are available
starting in January 2009).

Cover

The cover photo is a Springfield Model
1901 Carbine in 30-03 Caliber with 22”
Barrel”. This extremely rare carbine has
both 1903 rifle and 1899 Krag carbine
features and is considered one of the prime
items in military collecting. It has been in
the most extensive collections in the U.S.
and may be available as an auction item in
the near future.

Courtesy of Jack Lewis.

Production Costs

We have encountered excessive postage and
printing increases that requires us to raise
prices on subscriptions and letters. We have
held off increases using volunteer help and
very thoughtful sub contractors. The
increases will be put in place with this issue.
They will not affect free serial number
verifications for our subscribers and the
ability to provide answers to many questions
as well as a continuation of research.
Interest and Comments

All comments and questions on U.S. Martial
hand guns and long arms are welcome.
Information on early muskets and militia
weapons will continue with additional
efforts for information that is more
responsive to searches, location, and
identification. Other efforts will include
edged weapons as well as firearms from
colonial through World War 2 and possibly
the present. We would like to receive more
comments, additions, and inquiries.
Museums

We are always interested in comments and
inquiries by military museums that offer
firearms and documents for the U.S. Martial
Arms Collector and readers.

Contributions

Please submit any contributions, data, and
photos to the U.S. Military Arms Collector
Box 126 Cabin John, MD 20818.
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Web Site usmartialarmscollector.com.
We appreciate all inputs and are always
willing to include interesting topics for the
collector and student.

Please make sure that all contributions,
including photos and other material, bear
the legible name of the contributor or
source.

The post office returns mail with no
forwarding address and it appears that the
official forwarding time is getting shorter.
If you are aware of any request,
subscription, or book, that has not been
received, please contact us and we will get
it out as soon as possible.

1903A1 Shop Manual 1943

We have the 1903 Shop manual available
again. It was lost for several years and is of
interest to collectors. It is a copy of the
original. The cost is $ 20 postpaid.
Questions Received and Answered

I recently purchased a .45-.70 Trapdoor
Springfield manufactured in the year 1893.
It's serial number is 564083 and is a
Ramrod Bayonet Rifle. The inspector's
cartouche is dated 1890, and the
breechblock is dated 1884. From the
number, it appears that this is one of the
last rifles manufactured in that particular
year (1893). It had been modified in 1959
with a brass lock and painted brass rifle
bands so that it would appears to be a
musket used by Mexican troops. This prop
musket was used in the "The Alamo" film
in 1960. I was wondering if you could
provide me any information on this specific
rifle? Is it necessary to purchase a
subscription in order to fulfill this request,
and, have any of your back issues of the
Martial Arms Collector magazine
addressed this particular modification/film,
etc?

Thank you. Your assistance in this matter is
greatly appreciated.

John Farkis, Alamo Historian and author of

"Alamo Village - How a Texas Cattleman
Brought Hollywood to the Old West"

Sorry, we have no data on that serial
number. If any reader has information on
this movie or rifle, please contact the
editor.

Do you have serial information for the early
Colt conversion units, mine is s/n U206.

Sorry, we do not have that number.

Usually, our records have a complete 22/45
pistol with serial number. Many of the
conversion units may not have been used
by the military or may not have had the
serial number entered into a record. Editor

Question/comment: Dear Mr. Gagner, I am
in possession of two Colt single action army
revolvers bearing patent dates Sept 19, 1871
and July 2, 1872. Serial numbers are 1237
and 1390. I am unable to find any cartouche
stamp by army inspector. I would categorize
conditions as fair to good and they are in
working order. What service do you provide
concerning information and value of these
revolvers?

I am sorry, we do not give values of
weapons. The revolvers are very early
production that we do not have numbers
for in our files. The military use would be
of great interest to Colt collectors and may
possibly be obtained from the Colt
Company. Editor

I have an 1896 Krag saddle ring carbine sr#
77504. Was wanting any info on this that
you might have if any. The old gentleman
that I purchased it from stated that his
grandfather had carried this rifle while on
boarder duty in El Paso Texas. The

grandfathers name was Joe S Rumsey.
Thanks.

We do not have data on that carbine. The
majority of 96 carbines were issued to
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various units and as such is of interest to
many collectors.

I have a Springfield 1873 trapdoor number
31428, engraved on the butt is a letter C
and H with some kind of stamp. I would
like to know if this had been used with
Custer’s Army.

We have no data in our files on this
weapon. The only positive means of
identification is a document with the serial
number and U.S. Army usage. A few exist
in U.S. Army documents that were found
in records of arms turned in by Indians or
captured by U.S. Army personnel. Editor

Julia Auctions has recently consigned a
fine collection of —1 Garands and M1
Carbines from The Tom Clinton Collection
of IL. Mr Clinton had collected many
Presentation, Prototype and Experimental
examples and we are in the process of
researching each. One gun in particular has
some conflicting information provided with
it. —1 Garand # 5406358 is NM Trophy
gun presented to John J. Wallentine, USA
as an Army Times Award in 1957. We
have a document that states this trophy rifle
should have SN 5406352. Do either of
these SN appear in the SRS database?

Neither of the numbers are in our data
base. Editor

I wanted to find out what your records
show for Sharps Carbine serial number
9675, and the following two serial
numbers. How would I go about finding
data on the following two guns that are
listed in your book.

1. Sharps serial number # 47112- on page
24 of your book

2. Sharps serial number # 16751- on page 8
of your book.

We have information on all 3 of the
Sharps and can provide letters on all of
them. Editor

Can you provide information and a letter for
serial number 163664.

Yes. We will provide a letter with full
information on the use and individual’s
name that it was issued to. Editor

Are all USMC 1903 Springfield Sniper
rifles high serial numbers.

No. There are many low and high number
1903 rifles in the USMC correspondence.
The rifles included high and low serial
numbers that were of match quality and
may have already been drilled and tapped
for the scope blocks with 7.2 inch spacing.
The records show that new C type stocks
were fitted along with the other work.
Editor

Do you have data on Spencer Serial 4780.

Yes, we can provide a letter on that
weapon. Editor

I sent you a letter about a gun [ have. It says
on it model 1884 and its #is 532091. Isita
1884rrb or not One guy says it is and
another says its not. Can you help
THANKS CHARLIE

PS what does the Smithsonian call their
gun. Is it a 1884rrb?

The 1884 is a different model and a test
gun. It has a removable front sight, 1/4
inch shorter stock, different rear sight,
older model trigger guard, different
diameter ramrod and is worth several
thousand more -—numbers in the 100plus
thousand range not in 400 or 500 thousand
range. They are quite rare if in original
condition. Editor
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Indian Scout Trapdoor Carbine

This extraordinary Carbine was issued to
two American Indian Scouts. They were
Lance Sgt. Fats in 1885 and Scout Private
Curley in 1886. A Springfield Research
Service letter was written with the dates of
enlistment for the two U.S. Army Indian
scouts. We have found detailed data on
Scout Curley and are hopeful of finding
information on Fats.

Curley (18567 - May 22, 1923), a Crow
Indian.

Ashishishe was born in approximately 1856
in Montana Territory, the son of Strong
Bear (Inside the Mouth) and Strikes By the
Side of the Water. Curley resided on the
Crow Reservation in the vicinity of Pryor
Creek, and married Bird Woman. He
enlisted in the U.S. Army as an Indian scout
on April 10, 1876 and was later chosen to
scout for the Seventh Cavalry during the
Little Bighom expedition in 1876 along
with fellow Crow warriors White Man Runs
Him, Goes Ahead, Hairy Moccasin and
others. He witnessed parts of the Battle of
the Little Bighorn, and his translated
account later appeared in several
newspapers, as he was thought to be the
only surviving witness from the U.S. side of
Custer's Last Stand.. He served in the Crow
Police. He divorced Bird Woman in 1886,
and married Takes a Shield. Curley had one
daughter Awakuk Korita ha Sakush ("Bird
of Another Year") who took the English
name Nora. Curley received a U.S. pension
as of 1920. He died of pneumonia in 1923,
and his remains were interred in the
National Cemetery at the Little Bighomn
Battlefield National Monument, only a mile
from his home.

Curley’s story:

Separating from Reno and his seven
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companies, moved to the right around the
base of a hill overlooking the valley of the
Little Horn, through a ravine just wide
enough to admit his column of fours. There
was no sign of the presence of Indians in
the hills on that side (the right) of the Little
Horn, and the column moved steadily on
until it rounded the hill and came in sight of
the village lying in the valley below them.
“During this time the warriors were seen
riding out of the village by hundreds,
deploying across his front to his left, as if
with the intention of crossing the stream on
his right, while the women and children
were seen hastening out of the village in
large numbers in the opposite direction.
“During the fight at this point Curley saw
two of Custer's men killed, who fell into the
stream. After fighting a few moments here,
Custer seemed to be convinced that it was
impracticable to cross, as it only could be
done in column of fours exposed during the
movement to a heavy fire from the front and
both flanks. He therefore ordered the head
of the column to the right, and bore
diagonally into the hills, downstream, his
men on foot leading their horses. In the
meantime the Indians had crossed the river
(below) in immense numbers, and began to
appear on his right flank and in his rear; and
he had proceeded but a few hundred yards
in the direction the column had taken, when
it became necessary to renew the fight with
the Indians who had crossed the stream. "At
first the command remained together, but
after some minutes' fighting, it was divided,
a portion deployed circularly to the left, and
the remainder similarly to the right, so that
when the line was formed, it bore a rude
resemblance to a circle, advantage being
taken as far as possible of the protection
afforded by the ground. The horses were in
the rear, the men on the line being
dismounted, fighting on foot. Of the
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incidents of the fight in other parts of the
field than his own, Curley is not well
informed, as he was himself concealed in a
ravine, from which but a small portion of
the field was visible. Fight appears to have
begun, from Curley's description of the
situation of the sun, about 2:30 or 3 o'clock
p.m., and continued without intermission
until nearly sunset. The Indians had
completely surrounded the command,
leaving their horses in ravines well to the
rear, themselves pressing forward to attack
on foot. Confident in the superiority of their
numbers, they made several charges on all
points of Custer's

U.S. Martial Arms Collector 117-10



line, but the troops held their position
firmly, and delivered a heavy fire, and
every time drove them back. Curley said
the firing was more rapid than anything
he had ever conceived of, being a
continuous roll, as he expressed it, "the
snapping of the threads in the tearing of
a blanket. The troops expended all the
ammunition in their belts, and then
sought their horses for the reserve
ammunition carried in their saddle
pockets. "As long as their ammunition
held out, the troops, though losing
considerable in the fight, maintained
their position in spite of the efforts of the
Sioux. From the weakening of their fire
toward the close of the afternoon, the
Indians appeared to believe their
ammunition was about exhausted, and
they made a grand final charge, in the
course of which the last of the command
was destroyed, the men being shot where
they lay in their position in the line, at
such close quarters that many were
killed with arrows. Curley says that
Custer remained alive through the
greater part of the engagement,
animating his men to determined
resistance; but about an hour before the
close of the fight, he received a mortal
wound. "Curley says the field was
thickly strewn with dead bodies of the
Sioux who fell in the attack, in number
considerably more than the force of
soldiers engaged. He is satisfied that
their loss will exceed six hundred killed,
beside an immense number wounded.

"Curley accomplished his escape by
drawing his blanket around him in the
manner of the Sioux and passing through
an interval which had been made in their
lines as they scattered over the field in
their final charge. He says they must
have seen him, for he was in plain view,
but was probably mistaken by the Sioux

for one of their number, or one of their
allied Arapahos or Cheyennes.

"I interpreted for Lieutenant Bradley
when he interviewed Curly [sic], several
days after the Custer battle had occurred.
He was spoken of then as the 'sole
survivor' of the disaster. But he himself
did not lay claim to that kind of
distinction. On the contrary, again and
again during the long examination of
him by Bradley, the young scout said, 'I
was not in the fight.! When gazed upon
and congratulated by visitors he
declared, 'I did nothing wonderful; I was
not in it. He told us that when the
engagement opened, but later he decided
the animals (horses) were an
impediment to his progress away from
the Sioux, so he released them.

He told me he directed his course
toward Tulloch's Fork and came down
the same trail I had come down on
another occasion with Captain Bull and
Lieutenant Rowe."h e was behind, with
other Crows. He hurried away to a
distance of about a mile, paused there,
and looked for a brief time upon the
conflict.

Editor’s notes: The data in this article is
the result of a SRS letter request; photos
taken of the weapon by SRS, and the
courtesy of Silas Messer. The photo and
other data was obtained from public
records and edited to fit the MAC
magazine format. The data appears to
be the only eye witness account that has
made it to this day. There are doubters
that are concerned over its total
accuracy but it is a remarkable piece of
American/Army/American Indian
history.
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Henry Rifle # 3056

The following engraved Henry rifle is of
military use with excellent serial number
and CGC inspector’s markings. SRS
will be attempting to gather more data
on this weapon. Photos courtesy of Ed
Luke.
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Springfield Research Service has a database of Henry rifles that were used by U.S. units in
the Civil War from 1862 through 1865. We do not have data on this rifle ( # 3056), and the
records show # 3055 as an issued weapon. The number will not bear any use to a similar unit
without U.S. documentation and the next number does not have an bearing on # 3056. This
always confounds a researcher but, there is no way around the continual search for new data
that may or may not have accurate usage information. There are several issues such as
missing documents, odd record keeping, and the manufacturer’s building, numbering, and
shipping procedures. This is also true of the Army records and their disposition. We plan on
doing additional research for more serial numbers and historic use. This will be an ongoing
effort as time permits over the next year. Efforts such as this one, take long hours, and it will
be done if time becomes available. With the continual interest and high escalation of value
of these weapons, we expect more interest from collectors and auction houses. The addition
of a letter based on government documents is always appealing but, many Army issued and
Indian used rifles may not show up in any record regardless of the effort. There is no doubt
that the above rifle is very sought after as it was a military weapon and it has the increased
interest because of the engraving and military markings.

Editor
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KRAG EXPERIMENT USING EXTRACTOR COVER
The following is a rare extractor made for a cover to protect the extractor and top of bolt.

The part is machined from a single piece. Courtesy of Joe DeChristopher
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Henry Rifle # 3208

The Henry rifle shown below is a military issued weapon from the Civil War time frame and
associated with similar weapons from 1865. The rifle has the CGC military inspector’s
marks on the barrel. It has the added feature of bearing a brass plate inscribed Mr. John
Sailor. We have found several references to John Sailor in civil war records from
Pennsylvania, New Orleans, and Ohio. There appears to be a long history of the Sailor
name from the revolution through World War 11. There are also references to Henry rifles
issue to Veterans military units in 1865 in the Civil War. We are researching more of this
data to gain any other information on the specific serial number and John Sailor. This will
require analysis at the U.S. Archives and other facilities that have unit history. The rifle is an
excellent example of a Civil war issues Henry and fills a unique spot in the U.S. History.
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SERIAL

2572 HENRY
2573 HENRY
2797 HENRY
2826 HENRY
3035 HENRY
3038 HENRY
3039 HENRY
3055 HENRY
3060 HENRY
3062 HENRY
3079 HENRY
3083 HENRY
3098 HENRY
3117 HENRY

MODEL

MMDDYY
051765
051765
000062
051365
051765
051365
051365
051365
051365
051365
051365
051765
051365
121964

WINLA

USAGE

CO H 3RD US VET VOL INF
CO H 3RD US VET VOL INF
CO F97TH IND VOL INF
CO K 3RD US VET VOL INF
CO H 3RD US VET VOL INF
CO K 3RD US VET VOL INF
CO K 3RD US VET VOL INF
CO K 3RD US VET VOL INF
CO K 3RD US VET VOL INF
CO K 3RD US VET VOL INF
CO K 3RD US VET VOL INF
CO H 3RD US VET VOL INF
CO K 3RD US VET VOL INF
CO K 7TH ILL VOL INF

12/29/2008
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Collectors’ Notes
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SEQUENCE OF PROOF MARKS
UNITED STATES GOVERMMENT ARMORIES

SPRINGFIKLD, HARPERS FERRY, ROCK ISLARD.
1799 to 1534

1. Aseording to aveilable information, the first
musket of Springfield mamufacture, bdeerimg a proof mark,
appeared im 1799. This arm had the letters "V.P.L."
stamped on the head in the order shown. There is mo record
of proof marks from that date to 1802 when the letters "V.Fr.”
appesred. In 1803, the letters "P.V.” were used, stamped on
the barrel, in the order shown. In 1806, the letter "V" with
the Eagle's head, and the letter "P" appeared stamped om the
barrel. This system of marking comtinued with slight varia-
tions until 1841 when the order of stemping and other slight
changes were made,

2. During the period 1833 to 1842, the fliat leck was
being supplanted by the percussion type musket, amd many of
the flint loocks were converded, which accounts for many varia-
tions in proof marks during this period, also for their absemse.
However, this Eagle Head P. V. markimng esontimued with variatioas
as shown, from 1841 to 1862.

3. During the period - 1862 to 1869 - the change from
percussion to breech loader was being made, and the same som-
ditions as in paragraph 2 above, prevailed. In 1869, the
Eagle head over Crossed Arrows, with " U. S." underneath
appeared. This marking continued until 1878.

4, From the periocd 1878 to the adoption of the 1898
model, Krag Jorgensen, definite information as to proof marks
is unavailable. However, it is assumed that on new weapons
of the old type manufactured during this period, the old nrkinq
was used,

S. with the advent of the 1898 model Kraeg JOrgeasenm,

the proof mark was changed to a letter "P" stamped on the
barrzl, and in some cases a “P" was stamped én the under side

of the stoek just in rear of the tang. This system of marking
wes extended to the Springfield Rifle, Model 1905, amd has been

in eomtinuous use,with variations, to date.
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SEQUENCE OF PROOF MARXS (Comt'd.)

6. The preseat practice is to stemp the letter "P"
on the barrel after the barrel has been proof-fired. After
the assembled rifle has been proef-fired, the letter "P"
inclosed ia e cirecle, is stamped twice or the under side
of the stoek just imn rear of the tang, ome bochind the other.
This indicates that the rifle has been fired for both proof
and funetion. A punoh merk is placed on the receiver just
under the number, and also on the blt handle, ¢lose up to
the body of the bdolt.

V.- A small letter "P" is stamped on the lug of the
pistel barrels and on the frame of revolvers, when mark is

used.

8. The above data were gethered from arms of Spring-
field manufacture, but it is noted that arms of both Harpers
Ferry and Rock Island bear markings identical to those of

this Armory.
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Wer Departamnt, Orduanee Office, Washimgton, D. C., Jan. 18, 1933
fe:1 The Comnanding Offieer, Bpringfield Armory, Bpringfield, Nass,

1. IS is desired that one ensh of the follewing listed caliber .30
rifles, deseribed in dasie letter, de shipped the Ordnance Property
Offieer, Mumitions Bldg., Washington, D. C.}

a. with "SB" steck
b. * Outts compemsator

e. " Experimensal recoil cheek

d. " BStevenms sight

¢. " lLaminated stoek

f. Y Nesh receiver sight

€« " Vinder tabe sight

Be " watbls signt

4. " Derringer saight

oo ol 5 r battle aight i
Re . Warmer ohjbetive sight.

2. Shipping Owder G 1630868, is enslosed eovering the shipment
of the abeve rifles.

3. The lest three listed items were deseribed as unserviceadle.
These weapons are desired for exhidition purposes only} however, if the
aature of the defeets are sush as to seriously impare thea for this
parpose, they ere net desired.

4. The balsnoe of weapons should be overhsuled on your rerular

overhsul order, Ord. 9083. &
S 3% "Lll./ \
By order of the Chief of Ordnence, oy 4‘2)\
7 ST
PTRAPR A
1 eme. in tripl. J. B. H I T Y et
Major, U opt., OF

Asainta
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Springfield Armory; dass., September 6, 1930.

1st Ind.

Crinance, 2F Department, Tashington, D, C.

EEB/tf1
'«A. 000.7/260

Tot Chief eof

1. The records of tnis Armory indicate the approximate
date of manufacture of U. S. Rifles, Cal. .30, Model 1903,
chambered for 1906 ammunition, as fellews:

Janmary 1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930

269,451
337,862
358,085
398,276
456,376
502,046
531,521
570,561
595,601
620,121
632,826
761,758
1,085,092
1,162,501
1,211,300
1,239,641
1,262,387
1,261,487
1,267,101
1,270,301
1,274,765
1,285,286
1,308,901
1,338,406

2. Nr. Cressman has been advised that
referred to the Chief eof Ordnamece feor reply.
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his letter will be

J. ¥, JOYRS,
Colonel, Ordnamee Departaent,
Cemmanding.

o L Y e
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U.S. Springfield Officers Model Trap Door

A most desired rifle by many collectors. On a table at the last Tulsa gun show.
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DAVID
CONDON

Dealing In Fine Antique
Firearms Since 1957

P.O. BOX 7,109 E. WASHINGTON
ST., MIDDLEBURG, VA 20118

PHONE 540/687-5642 FAX
540/687-5649

E-MAIL: info@davidcondon.com

STORE HOURS: TUES.-SAT., 10:00
a.m.-5:30 p.m.

VISA and MASTER CARDS
ACCEPTED

Thousands of Antique Firearms,
Swords, Sporting Guns and Related

Items In Stock. U.S. Military From
Colonial Era to WWII, Colts ,
Winchester Remington. Etc.

Visit Our two-floor shop or
see us on our website at:

Info@davidcondon.com

MONTY WHITLEY, INC.

Antique Arms and Fine
Sporting Guns

Our GALLERY is situated at 6 West Main
Street (on the Town Square) in historic
downtown Waynesboro, Pennsylvania.

QOur premises are conveniently located 8
miles east of I-81 at Exit 5, and 15 miles
from [-70. We are an easy 1 1/2 hour drive
from downtown Washington D.C. or
Baltimore, and closer for most suburban
locations.

We offer the finest in Antique Firearms and
Vintage Sporting Guns, as well

as Fine Arts and Antiques. And
although we are open most days,
we strongly recommend that you
call for an appointment to confirm
that we will be available before
making the trip.

www.montywhitley.com

Monty Whitley Inc.
P.O. Box 107
Waynesboro, PA 17268

(717) 765-4333
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CM, INC.

RMS MILITARY ANTIQUES,
INC.

9150 John S. Mosby Highway
(Route 50)
Historic Upperville, VA

(540) 592 7273 (540) 592 7274
E-Mail: sophiacsarms@aol.com

RAINBOW & RAINBOW
GUN ASSOCIATES

7029 Lakeport Road. Chittenango, New York 13037K

315 687 3550
315363 1053

USKrags@Aol.com
Dr1894@Aol.com

30/40 Krag Rifles. Winchester Lever
Actions

Military Memorabilia Licensed FFL
Dealer

Collector, Historian & Author
Authentication Services
The U.S. Cavalry Colt Single
Action Army Revolver

(530) 222-44/40

www.johnakopec.com
T

Ross Kircher

US Militaria & Accouterments
Historic and Collectable Parts
and
Weapons

105 East Middle Street
Gettysburg PA 17325

717 334 5294
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JOIN US'!

The Society of American
Bayonet Collectors

2116 Brentwood Drive
Savannah, GA 31404
Dedicated to the
study, collection and
preservation of antique
and modern bayonets
Including all American
made bayonets, those that
were produced for export, and

foreign-made bayonets that were
used by the UNITED STATES.

www.bayonetcollectors.org




Remembering AmercanSocrfes o Fredom i Couni

The M1 Garand is a permanent reminder of the sacrifices made by many self-
less Americans in defense of freedom and country. This historically significant
collector’s piece symbolizes a greatness in the American character and
deserves to be passed down to your children and to theirs. The CMP has a lim-
ited supply of genuine U. S. Government M1 Garands available for sale to qual-
ified U. S. citizens, so take advantage of this offer while it lasts.

S/ RIFIE; CALIBER

The CMP is a non-profit corporation chartered by the U.S. Congress to promote firearms safety
training and marksmanship, especially for youth. Proceeds from these sales help fund CMP Junior
programs, affiliated shooting club programs and the CMP Camp Perry National Matches.

GCVIP

CIVILIAN MARKSMANSHIP PROGRAM
WWW.0ODCMP.COM

Other surplus rifles, parts and ammo available.
CALL WRITE OR E-MAIL FOR A FREE CATALOG:
1401 Commerce Boulevard / Anniston, AL 36207
Tel: 256-835-8455 / Fax: 256-835-3527
E-Mail: CATALOG@ODCMP.COM

CMP U.S Government Surplus Rifle Purchase Requirements - Purchaser must: 1. Be a U.S. citizen at least
18 years of age. 2. Be legally eligible to purchase a firearm. 3. Be a member of club or state association affil-
iated with the CMP (contact CMP for a list of over 1,800 qualifying clubs/associations). 4. Have participated
in a marksmanship activity or satisfy with other criteria. See catalog for complete instructions.




' Now accepting
quality consignments for our

Historic Firearms and Early Militaria Auction

A sample of the Springfield Arms featured in the spring sale.

-

o

Cowan’s For Inquiries. contact:

6270 Este Avenue Jack Lewis  513.871.1670 ext. 97
Cincinnati. OH 45232 m hrecarms@cowans.com
515.871.1670 www.cowans.co Joe Moran  513.871.1670 ext. 27
515.871.8670 lax joelrcowans.com




SPRINGFIELD RESEARCH PRODUCT LIST
BOOKS, OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Serial Numbers of US Martial Arms

Vol RIERIO 83 51 038 pp i e i $15.00

Vol. 2, 1986, 209 pp Copy only. ....... 30.00

Vo I3 190 0 O B p s e oas s 20.00

VolRASI009E470Ipp. w0 i s AR 40.00
The Krag Rifle Story 2nd EAItION .. .. coicinvovaiosis oo sisiosisiore ahalors steiithsholeoy oot D e e e 100.00
U.S:Martial Arms Collector Subscription (per year 4 1ssues) T s e S 35.00

(Foreign Delivery $ 45)

Back issues

Springfield Research Newsletter (3 - 55) (Index to Ist 40 issues: SASE) . ... ...ttt 5.00 ea
U.S. Martial Arms Collector (Issue 56 to current 1SSUe) - . .. . o P e et e 10.00 ea

SERIAL NUMBER LETTERS

1) DCM Sales records (M1903 1922-42, M1922, M1, Win. .22 rifles, M191INM & GO pistols) .............. $ 50.00
2). Basic Letters with SRS Data from our Files . . . o o e o s e AP S SR $ 50.00
3) Research Letters Requiring Travel and Research at the U.S. Archives (January 2009) ..................... $ 175.00

COPIES OF ORDNANCE MATERIAL
These are simply copies of material of interest from the Ordnance files, priced at the approximate cost of Archives
reproduction. PLEASE CONTACT FOR AVAILABILITY (SOME ARE LIMITED AVAILABILITY)

1) Reports on Custer's Battles of the Yellowstone, Aug.,

LR B s e G e e O S 15.00
2) Official USMC correspondence on Sniper Rifles (incl.
OrdiMaintiBulle tin) s s e s e 25.50
3) Description & Instr. for the Use and Care of the
WinchesterSH SR flelE al 22 m e 5.00
4) Notes on Cal. .30 Model of 1918 Pistol (Pedersen
Device) by Capt: S G Green NS 15.00
5) Ord. Note 115, Oct. 1, 1879. Arms Captured from
Hostile I ndian s e R iR e e e 15.00
6) 1903 Springfield Ramrod Bayonet Rifle ..... 10.00
7) 1922, M1, and M2 22 Caliber Rifles 7.50
8) Warner Swasey 1908 and 1913 Scopes 7.50
9) 1903A1 Shop Manual Reprint, 51 Pages 20.00

Note: All nri vt ek face mail within the Il S ; prices suhject to change without notice



DOUGLAS R. CARLSON

“Antique American Firearms”

P.O. Box 71035 -MAC, Des Moines, Iowa 50325
Telephone (515) 224-6552

Colt 1894 U.S. Army 38 Double Action Martial Revolver

MAIL ORDER

CATALOGS OF FINE
ANTIQUE FIREARMS FOR SALE

R L R R R L TR OO ROROS

Fine Antique American Revolvers And Derringers From The Time Period 1848 To

1898. Colt, Remington, Smith & Wesson, Merwin & Hulbert, Many Others. Each Item

Described In Accurate Detail. Large 40 To 60 Page Catalogs Are Sent Out First Class
Mail Every 6 To 8 Weeks. Most Items A

re Pictured. A Subscription To Six Issues Is
$ 30.00 In The UNITED STATES. All Foreign Subscriptions Are $ 40.00 U.S. For Six
Issues VIA Airmail. You Will Like My Catalogs! Try One! Sample Catalog $ 10.00
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