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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES

Activity During This Period

We have done additional research on
1903A3 Rifles, International Match
1903's, Target Models, 1892 Krags, U.S.
Bayonets, Colt Civil War handguns, and
U.S. Flintlock Pistols. Plans are under
way to complete our efforts for 2008 with
serial number letters being resumed and
handling the many requests for serial
number data have been received. We
received many requests for serial number
verifications and orders for letters that are
expanding for many different U.S. military
arms. The research at government
facilities is still time consuming with
longer efforts required to examine and
review military records. It looks like this
task will continue and more time will be
consumed on security and new
procedures.

SRS is providing three different serial
number letters for our subscribers.
Inquiries and questions are continually
being sent in and answered. There have
been well over 20,000 web site hits with
many questions and comments.

Letters based on U.S. Government
documents and data sources are available
in three forms:

Basic letter- This letter provides
information from the SRS data base that
was compiled over many years of
research. This letter will include
information on a weapon and its use such
as military unit, date, and possible
secondary information. It will not include
specific data on names or combat use that
requires travel and research through
extensive visits at government facilities. It
may have disposition or shipping
information.

Sales letter- This letter will include sales
documents and other similar data. We
receive many requests for 1903 sales

rifles, NRA sporters, National Match rifles,
International rifles, Colt, Smith &Wesson
pistols, and General Officers weapons. It
includes records of DCM sales and others
that have the sales data and recipient of the
weapon.

Research letter -This letter requires travel to
government facilities and research
government. It takes a minimum of one day
of analysis and requires travel, research, and
review at government facilities. These
efforts will be limited in number and may
take several months to accomplish .
Competition of the search is based on time
and availability to visit the government
facilities as well as their regulations.
Additional data will be listed on our web as
it becomes available.
usmartialarmscollector.com.

We are continuing the addition of many
more photos for our research and data base.
The process will take more storage and
facilities and will be used for the U.S.
Martial Arms Magazine and SRS
Newsletter. It also requires a new
procedure to store and catalogue the photos.
This is expected to require a bigger effort
and more computer requirements. We will
be adding more photos and data on as many
U.S. military weapons as we can. Our only
limits continue to be the time and effort
available to do research at government
facilities.

Springfield Research Service Data Base
Website access to the serial number data
base was shut down. This was necessary
due to many misuses of the data. Quite a
few people have been copying a serial
number, or a page of serial numbers, and
using it as part of a sales document quoting
SRS as the documentation source.
Misleading information can be made and it
is not authorized by SRS. All SRS data is
copyrighted and no other source may use it.
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We have also been informed that others
have been using the web site to promote
their own letter writing and research
services.

SRS will continue services for subscribers
only. Our subscribers to the US Martial
Arms Collector Magazine and Springfield
Research Newsletter deserve the benefits of
SRS and may email a request for a serial
number. We will respond with a yes or no
that we have data on that specific number.
There is no charge for subscribers.

The ability to search through the serial
numbers on the internet will not be
available in the future.

In order to provide a service to subscribers,
anyone that receives the magazine will
have the option of sending an email with a
serial number of interest, or using the mail
for a request. Mail will require extra time
for an answer. At that point, a subscriber
can make a decision if he or she wants to
order a letter with additional information.
Only subscribers will be able to order
letters. Please see web site:
usmartialarmscollector.com

As in the past, we will continue to answer
any question that we can, for our
subscribers.

An inquiry can be made by mail to SRS
Box 126 Cabin John, MD 20818. This
may take an extended time to look up the
number and send a letter by mail.

We also reviewed activity on the various
web sites and find that our readers should
be the ones that benefit from our data base.
Sales of documents, books, and other
products, will be available to subscribers
only.

Plans are underway to expand some of our
products with additional manuals and
books. As we develop the products, they
will be put in the magazine and on the US
Martial Arms Collector web site. We may
include more data on the web site, if it is of
interest and benefits our readers.

Data on Books, and Web Page

The serial number books continue to be
available for purchase by subscribers.

There will be major changes in the list of
publications that will be available. Demand
and capability to produce documents will be
the factors for expansion. All manuals and
documents will be copies of original
government documents.

Upgrades will also be put on the magazine
web site. This will include new data,
information on back issues, and other
information concerning the MAC and SRS.
We will continue setting up a plan to list
articles of specific interest with issue
number on the web page. The lost software
has been corrected and we will start a
process of emailing a list of articles for the
early magazines (1 through 40). This will be
in response to subscribers that email a
request to us for an outline of past articles.
Krag Rifle Story

Original new second editions with serial
numbers are available for $ 100 postpaid.
They are limited in the number and are
below costs posted by many book dealers.
The existing stock may not be available
beyond 2008.

Serial numbers

The data base continues to grow and is well
over 100,000 numbers. There are no plans
to publish new serial number books.
Subscribers may email to verify if a specific
serial number is in the new upgraded data
base. This will take extra time.

Web site is: usmartialarmscollector.com
Volumes 1, 2, 3, and 4 are in the softbound
book series. Volume 2 is available in a new
format as a copy with plain binding. The
first Volume 2 has been out of print for
several years. Volume 4 is updated and is
bigger than the original and contains more
serial numbers in a 200 page plus volume.
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Each Volume has a different set of serial
numbers. We have many more Krag serial
numbers from the U.S. Government sale of
Krags to a large surplus dealer in 1918.
The data only has minimal information
with no names of the sales recipient.
Single or complete sets of the serial
number books are available from the U.S.
Martial Arms Collector office. The books
can be purchased only by subscribers and
are mailed from: U.S. Martial Arms
Collector Box 126 Cabin John, MD
20818.

Back issues of the U.S. Martial Arms
Collector Magazine and Springfield
Research Newsletter are available from
number | through 113 and can be ordered
from U.S. Martial Arms Collector Box
126 Cabin John, MD 20818.

A few issues of The U.S. Martial Arms
Collector Magazines may be available as
copies only.

Past publications requires us to store most
old issues and keep them air conditioned.
We will do this as long as practical.
Springfield Research Service

The Springfield Research Service web site
(www.armscollectors.com/srs.htm) is
closed. A new site is open:
usmartialarmscollector.com.

It will be expanded into a multi page site in
the future.

SRS Letters & Costs

Letters have resumed. SRS will include
three different letter types:

Basic letter $ 35.

Sales letter $ 50

Research letter (requires more than one day
of travel, access to government facility and
research) $ 150 (available in early 2008).
Cover

The cover photo is a COLT Four Screw
Army (photo by Paul Goodwin.

Courtesy of Doug Carlson

Interest and Comments

All comments and questions on U.S. Martial
hand guns and long arms are welcome.
Information on early muskets and militia
weapons will continue with additional
efforts for information that is more
responsive to searches, location, and
identification. Other efforts will include
edged weapons as well as firearms from
colonial through World War 2 and possibly
the present. We would like to receive more
comments, additions, and inquiries.
Museums

We would like to hear from other military
museums that offer firearms and documents
for the U.S. Martial Arms Collector and
readers.

Contributions

Please submit any contributions, data, and
photos to the U.S. Military Arms Collector
Box 126 Cabin John, MD 20818. Web Site
usmartialarmscollector.com.

We appreciate all inputs and are always
willing to include interesting topics for the
collector and student.

Please make sure that all contributions,
including photos and other material, bear the
legible name of the contributor or source.
We have several subscription orders or
renewals on hand with no name or address.
The post office returns mail with no
forwarding address and it appears that the
official forwarding time is getting shorter.

If you are aware of any request,

subscription, or book, that has not been
received, please contact us and we will get
it out as soon as possible. We have the 1903
Shop manual available again. It was lost for
several years and is of interest to collectors.
Please email for cost and availability..
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SPRINGFIELD RESEARCH
NEWSLETTER
Index to Newsletters 1 - 40

Ist USV Cavalry, #6
3rd New York N. G Signal Corps, #5
5th U. S. Infantry Regiment, #10
7th U. S. Cavalry Regiment
Arms surrendered by Crazy Horse, #24
Gatling gun, #19
List of arms on hand as of April, 1876, #4
Replacement of early carbines, #40
Revolver serial number range, #24
Ammunition
Cal. .45 revolver cartridge, #40
Cal. .45-70 headstamps, #38
Cal. .45-70 wooden bullet cartridges, #40
Early reloading tools, #38
Explosive bullets, #29
Frontal ignition, #37
Gallery practice, #29
Martin primer, #16
Model 1886 carbine cartridge, #40
Morse movable base cartridge, #38, #39
Morse cartridge for Martini-Henry, #39
Multiball revolver cartridge, #29
Reloading cartridges, early, #33
Round-ball gallery practice cartridge, #40
Springfield Armory production, #16
Appendages and Accessories
Carbine scabbard, #38
Flagler sling for trapdoor rifle, #38
Model 1882 headless shell extractor, #36
Modified sling hook, #38
Pieper aiming device for trapdoor rifle, #38
Prairie cartridge belt, #38
Royall, Col. W. B.; proposed scabbard, #36
Trapdoor carbine boot, #39
Wiping rods, brushes, and thongs, #38
Bayonets
For 26-in. Krag, #23
Guards for use with Maxim silencer, #26
Krag Bowie knife, #5
Marine Corps target designation mod, #31

(THIS SECTION HAS BEEN
ADDED BECAUSE OF
INQUIRIES AND WILL
PROVIDE A SEARCH
CAPABILITY FOR READERS).

Model 1873-84 trapdoor, #24
Model 1905 bayonet; blued in France, #34

Model 1905 bayonet; finishes changed in 1906, #14

Model 1905 bayonet; plated in China, #34

Model 1905 bayonet; scrapping of Maxim silencer

version, #14
Parker-McKee, #25
Plastic; developed by Navy, #35
Rice/Chillingworth, #19
Trowel, #34
Brownsville Incident, #11
Buffington, #33
China; arms sales to, #17
Coast & Geodetic Survey, #20
Coast Guard
Trapdoor rifles; use in World War II, #33
Colombia, #40
Colt Automatic Pistol
Ace pistol, Marine Corps usage, #31
Ace pistol, Navy modification, #35
Navy issues of cal. .25, .32, and.380, #35
Colt SAA Revolver
With 5 chambers for rifle shell, #29
Confederate Arms; sale of, #16
Crook, Gen., #24
Cuba; arms sales to, #17
Custer
(See 7th U. S. Cavalry Regiment)
FBI, #31
Fist Gun, #35
Flintlock Arms
Finishes and numbering, #39
Freund, F. W., #18, #24, #38, #39
Gatling Gun, #17, #19
Hall Rifle, #38
Harpers Ferry; land sales, #16
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Hill, S. W, #20 Krag Rifle
Hoffman, Gen. Ed, #17 Carbine slings, #16
Hollifield Dotter, #20 Carbines used by volunteer infantry, #22
Hotchkiss Rifle Early sales, #13
Exchange of carbines; parts diagram, #40 Model 1899 carbines with overstruck model number,
Production and issue, #32 #23
Orndorff ammunition wristlets, #14
Replacement stocks, #38 Philippine Constabulary model, #8, #26
Inventions Production summary, #4
Bell, W. K.; improved SAA extractor, #36 Re-casehardening, #16
Bernard rear sight, #25 Receiver markings, #24, #26
Carr magazine, #17 Serial number overlap, #9
Combination silencer and bayonet, #17 Significant serial number list, #10
Cutts compensator, #31 Sub-target gun machine, #19
Fors Light-projecting Attachment, #17 Trial by Turkey, #15
Franklin, Gen. W. B. rifle, #39 World War I use, #34
Freund improvement to trapdoor rifle, #18, Luger Pistol, #33
#24 M1 Carbine
Gardiner safety, #17 1944 developments, #35
Hill ramrod bayonet, #20 M1 Rifle
Kelton hammerless trapdoor rifle, #37, #38 1944 developments, #35
Kelton rifle made by Smith & Wesson, #39 Inspectors, #26
Knight 10-shot magazine for '03, #31 M1C and M1D sniper's rifles, #18, #35
Lesselt's aiming apparatus, #17 Marine Corps issues, #31
Lewis bolo bayonet, #25 National Match Trophy rifles, #31
Low trigger, #25 National Match rifle, #18, #26
Maxim silencer, #25 National Match; use of canned rifles, #25
Meigs handguard for trapdoor rifle, #19 Production and serial ranges, #18
Newton, Charles, #25 M3 Submachinegun
Parker-McKee bayonet, #25 9mm conversion kit, #35
Pitkin silencer, #17 Marine Corps
Place peep sight, #25 Nicaragua operations, #20
Reece, Gen. J. N. magazine, #40 Ordnance notes, #31
Remington, Capt. P. H. rear sight, #40 Trapdoor rifle procurement, #29
Roscoe front sight, #25 Martini-Henry Rifles, #17
Search light for rifles, #25 Martini-Springfield Rifle, #30, #31
Smoot, W. S. trapdoor mechanism, #29 Mauser Rifles, captured, #17
Taylor, D. M. ammunition armlet, #29 Meacham Arms Co., #37
Tegethoff headless shell extractor, #19 Metcalfe, Lt. Henry, #16, #17
Thompson sight, #25 Model 1903 Rifle
Whittemore mod to trapdoor rifle, #38 Air Service rifle, #19, #20, #25, #37
Wilkinson telescopic sight, #25 Barrel marking, #7, #20
Zalinski, Lt. Ed, ramrod bayonet, #29 Barrels; Pope, Remington, and Winchester, #30
Zalinski, Lt. Ed, tubular bayonet, #40
Johnson Rifle, #31
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Brownsville Incident; used in, #11

CV sears and cocking pieces, #26

Early production, #21

Eider sniperscope, #36

Extension magazine, #25, #30

Finishes; change in 1906, #14

Fire control devices - Ely, Phillips, Moore,
#25

Free High Pressure rifles, #31

Gallery Practice rifles, #25, #30, #31

Kerr sling, #19

LeMans competition, #34

Low flexible trigger, #26

Marine Corps ordnance notes, #31

Marine Corps sights, #19

Modifications in development, #4

Moore silencer, #27

NB rifles, #26

NRA marking, #8

NRA members; early sales, #34

NRA sporters; drilled & tapped for 'scope,
#26

National Match rifle, M1903A3, #18

National Match rifle; early, #20, #30

National Match rifles retained in service,
#14

Navy and Marine Corps adoption, #13

Parkerizing, #19

Pedersen device, #34, #35

Pressure barrels; proposed use in target
rifles, #34

Rechambering of early rifles, #15

Replacement in service, #16

Roosevelt, Teddy; special rifles for, #25

Shortened for use in Canal Zone, #31

Single set triggers, #26

Sniper rifles; post-WWII, #21

Solid bottom receivers, #30

Stock bolts, #34, #35

Style T rifles; scrapping of, #14

Sub-target gun machine, #19

Telescopic musket sight use, #34

Telescopic sights & Maxim silencers, #8

Unhardened receivers; sale of, #34

World War I issues and use, #19, #34
Model 1911 Pistol

Extension magazine, #34
Gallery Practice model, #14, #15
Plastic parts, #35
Production changes; early, #28, #32
Sectionalized, #14
Serial number ranges, #28
Shot barrels, #35

Model 1917 Rifle
Eddystone; inspectors, #19
World War I use, #19, #34

Model 1922 Rifle
Marine Corps procurement and modification, #31
M1922M]1; intitial production, #34
NBPRP, #31

Nicaragua, #20

Peabody-Henry Rifle, #17

Personnel Lists
Springfield Armory, 1844-45, #39
Springfield Armory, 1875, #19
Springfield Armory, 1905, #38
Springfield Armory, 1911, #15
Springfield Armory, 1925, #26

Porter, Samuel W., #15, #18

Production Sequence - 1903 Rifle, #11

Production Summaries
Benicia Arsenal, 1925-28, 1930, #40
Rock Island Arsenal, 1905-09, #10
Rock Island Arsenal, 1910-14, #9
Rock Island Arsenal, 1919, #36
Rock Island Arsenal, 1920, #37
Rock Island Arsenal, 1921, #38
Rock Island Arsenal, 1922, #38
Rock Island Arsenal, 1923, #38
Rock Island Arsenal, 1924, #39
Rock Island Arsenal, 1925, #40
Springfield Armory, 1795-1878, #40
Springfield Armory, 1866, #36
Springfield Armory, 1871-74, #16, #34
Springfield Armory, 1875, #19
Springfield Armory, 1876, #20
Springfield Armory, 1877, #24
Springfield Armory, 1878, #31
Springfield Armory, 1879-80, #32
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Springfield Armory, 1882-84, #36
Springfield Armory, 1885, #37
Springfield Armory, 1886-87, #38
Springfield Armory, 1895-99, #13
Springfield Armory, 1900-04, #12
Springfield Armory, 1905-09, #10
Springfield Armory, 1910-14, #9
Springfield Armory, 1920, #37
Springfield Armory, 1923, #39
Springfield Armory, 1924, #40
Springfield Armory, 1931, #40
Reade, Capt. Phillip C., #17
Reising Submachine Gun, #31
Remington Rifle

Model 513-T riflr, #31

Rolling block rifle and pistol, #15, #30, #34
Remington-Lee Rifle, #17
Rifle Musket

Smoothbore conversion, #34
Roosevelt, Pres. Teddy, #25
Ross Rifle, #32
Schofield S&W Revolver, #27

Kelton safety stop, #40
Kelton speed loader, #38
Trials of 1880, #40

Sedgeley

Fist gun, #35

Marine Corp '03 parts, #31
Semiautomatic Rifles; early trials, #17
Sharps

Vernier rear sight, #33
Shotguns

Navy developments in WWII, #35
World War II standardization, #35

Sights

Bassell & Blenkner, #20, #24
Bull, #30
Conroy adjusters, #20
Fecker telescopic, #31
Front sight guards for '03, #25
Lowe, T. H., #15
Lyman-Warner, #25
Marine Corps mounts, #25
Marine Corps telescopic sight, #35
Model 1884; first assembly, #37
Neary; used on Teddy Roosevelt '03, #25

Officer's Rifle, #19, #29
Peddie, #17
Reardon, #17
Remington Negative Angle battle sight, #26
Stevens adjusters, #20
Stoeser bead front, #17
Sutherland, #17
Trapdoor; modification to, #33
Unertl telescopic, #31
Warner & Swazey, #25
Warner objective battle sight, #23
Winchester telescopic, #25, #31
Winder tube sight, #25, #34
Yaggi Sitascope, #25
Smith & Wesson Revolvers
Cal. .30 carbine conversion, #35
Spanish-American War, #21
Spencer Rifle, #20
Spooner, George A., #15
Stingers, #35
Sub-caliber attachments, #5
Sub-target Gun Machine
Navy usage, #35
Trapdoor Rifle
24-in. experimental carbines, #36, #38, #40
Aluminum-bronze firing pin, #39
Breechblock and hammer modifications, #40
Breechblock modification, #36

Brown, Lt. W. C.; proposed rear sight mods, #36

Cadet rifles, cal. .45, #19

Cadet rifles, cal. .50, #33

Cal. .22 rifles, #32

Cal. .45-80 service rifles, #36

Carbine band stacking swivel, #40
Carbine sight protector band, #39
Carbine stocks, #19, #37

Carbines; use by vol. signal corps, #29
Corrugated trigger, #36

Cushing, Capt. H. C.; proposed aiming device, #36

Front sight blade; rounding, #38

Front sight cover, #40

Front sight replacement, #36

Kelton, Col.; proposed rifling mods, #36
Long Range rifle, #7, #30, #33
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Metcalfe Attachment, #20
Model 1866, #34
Model 1866 Cadet rifle, #40
Model 1868 rifles altered to Model 1870,
#34
Model 1870 rifles and carbines, #15, #34
Model 1881 rod bayonet rifle, #40
Model 1881 shotgun, #8, #24, #30
Model 1884 rifle; initial issues, #38
Model 1884 rod bayonet rifle, #38
Model 1884 rod bayonet rifle trials, #39
Models 1865 and 1866; 2-band variation,
#18
Nickel and zinc plating, #15
Officer's Rifle, #19, #36, #37
Officer's Rifle rear sight, #19
Officer's Rifle sights on service rifles, #29
Officer's Rifle; serial numbers on, #25
On hand at Springfield in 1909, #14
Pistol grip, #29, #36, #37, #38
Pistol model, #34
Positive Cam rifle, #32, #37, #39
Ramrod head, #19
Receivers with seams, #33
Ribbed barrels, #29
Screwdriver for McKeever box, #19
Slings, #24
Spanish-American War use, #21
Special rifles at RIA in 1904, #26
Specially selected rifles, #36
Sporting rifles and carbines, #16, #34
Spurious rifles, #37
Trowel bayonet, #16, #20
Tumbler and sear modifications, #38
Turn-in of early arms, #30
USMC procurement, #29
USN marked, #25
Use in wall scaling exercises, #8
Turkey
Krag rifle trial, #15
Metcalfe cartridge block, #17
Whelen, Townsend, #14
Whitney
Sharps musket barrel purchases, #33

Winchester
Cal. .22 automatic rifles, #34
Marine Corps telescopic sight, #31, #35
Mills cartridge belt plates, #33
Model 1866 rifles for Turkey; inspection of, #15
Model 1895 rifle for Teddy Roosevelt, #25
Model 1897 shotgun use in WW I, #34
Model 70 rifle, #31
Model 74 rifle, #31
Model 75 rifle, #31

Zalinski, Lt. Ed, #29, #40

Questions Received and Answered

Question: [ have a Trapdoor carbine that is supposedly
in the range of a Custer weapon. Can you provide any
information

There is no serial number that can be described as in
the range. A single shipment case of 10 weapons can
have weapons that are hundreds or thousands of
numbers apart. Springfield Armory tested shipments
and found wide number spreads and also no case with
concectutive numbers. Editor

Question: Are all 1911°’s and 1911al1’s( Remington
UMC, Springfield , Remington Rand, Ithaca , Union
Switch & Signal etc. listed or just Colt.

Most numbers have an indication of manufacture (by
serial number or direct quote from the documents).
There have been cases where the exact manufacturer
could only be determined by a long research at the
Archives.

Question: There have been reports about World War
2 manufactured Model 1903 Springfield Rifles. Can
you provide any information.

We have observed and examined a few 1903's that
were made with scant stocks with stocks marked with
an SA GAW cartouche and the P. SA 42 barrels, SA
bolts with R2, BE, and other SA marked bolts, all
milled parts, and SA manufactured milled trigger
guards and other parts. It is believed that thses were
made a s new weapons but it is not known if the
receivers were unused, old stock, refinished or
whatever was on hand.
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They are an excellent example of a Springfield
1903 made/manufactured during the war.
Editor
QUESTION: Are CMP rifles such as M1's
available.
There has been a continual interest in buying
weapons from the CMP including M1
Garands, receivers, and barreled receivers.
Garands and M1 Carbines are now being
offered through their program and through
sales stores in Alabama and Ohio. This
program has been set up by Congressional
action and replaces the older DCM (Director
of Civilian Marksmanship Program). Editor.
Question: I just inherited a Springfield Model
1884 trapdoor rifle with the round rod
bayonet. The condition is excellent. It has an
inspection mark of 1891. The stock has white
painted numbers on it that look official, ie.
military markings. The serial number is
518172. I'm trying to find out what it's value
and history are. Thanks.
Thank you for your inquiry. We provide no
charge serial number look ups for our
subscribers only. Our web site provides data
on subscriptions and the latest work going on
at SRS. Please read all of the pages on our
web site. SRS has many serial numbers but
not all serial numbers on all weapons. QOur
past efforts required many years of research
and we continue to upgrade our data. We
hope you will join us as a subscriber. Editor.
Question: I have a Springfield trap door that
an appraiser said it is one of the 1st Allin
conversions. I can't find a serial # . Where did
they hide it on an 1865 58 cal. I'd like to
research it but can't find any numbers. Any
guesses on where they put it?
As far as we have observed and according to
most written sources, there are no serial
numbers on Allin conversions. Editor.

Question: | need a serial number book. You have 4
volumes listed. Are they for specific models and

types of guns and what info do the books provide? Is
it just the same info as listed on the internet site (the
old site)? Is it specific hits on srs research? Are certain
books for just handguns, long guns, etc? [ need WWI
and WWII gun information.

Each Volume has a different list of serial numbers.
They were developed as the numbers were found and
put into a volume. The easiest way to know the
contents is to look at the index. We are working on a
system to put the index on the web site and also
publish each index in copies of the U.S. Martial Arms
Collector Magazine. This is also being expanded to
try to index key articles for each of the prior
magazines.

We may need to list some of the index numbers and
provide data by email. Your comments are needed.
Editor.

Question: I purchased at Springfield National Match
serial #3587022. It is in new condition. If it has been
fired it was only a small amount. I got it from a gun
shop, at what I would consider a great price. The
weapon is in such good shape I may not even fire it.
My question is that I have no history or
paperwork/letter to go with the weapon. I contacted
CMP it is not in their data base and they sent me to
you. Can you help with some of the history of this
weapon.

We have received many inquiries on this subject.
While we maintain many numbers, we do not have all
of the numbers. A major problem is the U.S. Army at
Warren, Michigan. They have made a decision not to
let us have many numbers in their files. There may be
a funding or personnel issue, but we can not get them.
It appears that Army policy is not being observed and
legal action was suggested by civilian personnel. |
prefer not to go to this route at this time and more
effort is needed. We will look at this again. Editor.
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Springfield Research Services Staff
Responsibility for the Martial Arms Collector
magazine and maintenance of the large photo
and document database will be continued and
we are searching for new personnel. We will
continue our intern program and have been in
contact with several colleges and universities.
This will add to our research and editing
capability. Our address is: Box 126 Cabin
John, MD 20818.

The Army Heritage & Education Center,
950 Soldiers Drive, Carlisle, PA

4th Annual Readings Series

The U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center
sponsors a public readings series, the Brooks E.
Kleber Memorial Readings in Military History
which features recent works by noted authors on
a variety of historical topics. The series honors
the memory of Dr. Brooks E. Kleber, former
U.S. Army Assistant Chief of Military History
(CMH). Dr. Kleber served as the Deputy Chief
Historian, CMH and Chief Historian,
Continental Army Command (later training and
Doctrine Command). During World War II, Dr.
Kleber was assigned to the 90th Infantry
Division in the European Theater of Operations.
He was captured shortly after D-Day and was
interned until the end of the war, later becoming
one of the Army’s foremost authorities on
prisoners of war. He was inducted into the
Infantry Hall of Fame and retired from the U.S.
Army Reserve as a colonel. A 1940 graduate of
Dickinson College, Kleber held an M.A. and a
Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania.

All lectures are held in the Ridgway Hall, the
Army Heritage and Education Center building
at Carlisle Barracks, Carlisle, PA. the building
opens at 6:00 p.m.; the talk begins at 6:45
p.m., and the question period concludes
around 8:00 p.m. All are welcome! For further
information, please call 717-245-3803.

May 1, 2008
Dr. Mitchell Yockelson

National Archives & Records Administration
Title: "Borrowed Soldiers: A Story of the Anglo-
American Relationship in the First World War"

August 1, 2008 (T)Mr. Tony VaccaroIndependent
ScholarTitle: TBD

RAINBOW & RAINBOW
GUN ASSOCIATES
7029 Lakeport Road. Chittenango, New York 13037K
315 687 3550 USKrags@Aol.com
3153631053 Dr1894@Aol.com
30/40 Krag Rifles. Winchester Lever Actions
Military Memorabilia Licensed FFL Dealer

Ross Kircher
US Militaria & Accoutrements
105 East Middle Street
Gettysburg PA 17325
717 334 5294

AUTHENTICATION

U.S. CAVALRY & ARTILLERY REVOIVERS

Wiy NoO1 BE SURE?
Jonn A. Kori(
530-222-4440
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NON-FERROUS
BUTTPLATES FOR THE 1903
SPRINGFIELD

Gary L. Bush

A few hundred gadgets have been
found that are intended for use on the 1903
Springfield rifle from the muzzle to the butt
plate. This article describes the 1903
Springfield non-ferrous, non -standard butt
plates. Questions arise as to why were they
made, who made them and what are some of
the unique characteristics of these when a
measurement comparison is made.

The answer to the first question is
relatively obvious. Reasons for making
changes to standard 1903 butt plate are to add
length to a stock, to shorten the stock and not
drastically change the appearance of the rifle
and to reduce the overall weight of the rifle.

The second question is not so easily
answered.

Some think the bulk of the aluminum
butt plates for the N. R. A. type stock seen
today were made at Springfield Armory.
Research indicates that hobbyists, gunsmiths
and suppliers of shooting accessories made
all, except for a few that may have been made
at Springfield, by request for heavy barrel
target rifles.

Pacific Gunsight Company added
N.R.A. sporter type aluminum and bronze butt
plates size 1-5/8” X 5-1/8” to their catalog
#16, 1937 at a cost of $.75 for the aluminum
and $1.00 for the bronze.

James V. Howe of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania manufactured an
aluminum butt plate for the “S” type

stock, which adds 5/8 of an inch to the overall
length of rifle. This is mentioned in a “Dope Bag”
article by Major Townsend Whelen in Arms and the
Man, November 1921.

The Howe butt plate comes in two styles - one
with cleaning kit trap and one without the trap. The
butt plate with no trap is the most common of the two
variations seen today.

At least one inventor felt there was a need for a
recoil pad AND a butt trap for cartridge storage on the
“S” type stock. Lawrence F. Kennedy of
Minneapolis, Minnesota held several Canadian and
U.S. patents on recoil pads and butt plates for the 1903
Springfield issued in the early 1920’s. All Kennedy
1903 Springfield butt plates and recoil pads that I have
seen are for the “S” type stock. Kennedy had two
very clever recoil pads: one that clips onto the existing
butt plate with special snap top screws and the other
pad attaches to a butt plate with an ingenious lock
system as well an extra hole for a spare cartridge.
Kennedy also made at least two different aluminum
butt plates for the “S” type stock.

Another non-ferrous butt plate for the service
rifle is an aluminum alloy butt plate for the
cadet/guard rifle made in the early 1940’s by R.F.
Sedgley of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. There are no
indications that this butt plate was ever sold separately
from the rifle.

The first non-standard butt plates for the
N.R.A. sporter type stock to come to my attention
were in a mid 1920’s Pacific Gun Sight Company
catalog.
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I had assumed that Pacific was the
sole manufacture of non-ferrous N.R.A. type
butt plates. I had a few unmarked and had
assumed they were all made by Pacific.

I purchased a Pacific marked bronze
butt plate and a Pacific marked aluminum butt
plate. They are very well made and decidedly
of a different quality than most of the
unmarked ones. I decided to measure and
inspect them as well as the Pacifics more
closely.

The first unmarked butt plate is 4-15/16
inches long which allows it to fit a stock
shortened by 1-1/2 inches. The casting
dimensions are smaller than the others - that
is, length and width size is less - and therefore
was most likely cast for a shortened stock.

The second is the Pacific aluminum
measuring 5-1/16 inches long. The stock can
be shortened by 5/8 of an inch. This butt plate
has thick outer walls. Reducing the length
and width is accomplished by filling the outer
wall at an angle to fit with shortened stock

The third is the Pacific bronze
measuring 5 inches long. The stock can be
shortened by 1-1/8 inches. This butt plate also
has thick outer walls that would allow
modifications in the same manner as the
aluminum one.

The fourth and last is an N.R.A.
sporter aluminum butt plate. It is 5-5/8 inches
long. It fits a standard, unmodified N.R.A.
sporter-type stock. The walls are unmodified -
that is, as from the manufacturer.

Of the eight examples [ have examined,
aluminum (six) and bronze (two), only one unmarked
aluminum will fit an un-modified N.R.A. sporter type
stock. It appears that I have examples from 6 different
sources

[ am assuming that those butt plates
manufactured for catalog or across the counter sales
are of a uniform size, depth, thickness and design
while those made by gunsmiths or hobbyists are made
to the users specifications.

I have not seen any evidence supporting the
theory that the government made non-ferrous butt
plates for either sale or installation on new N.R.A.
sporter or “S” type stocks.

When considering the purchase of a steel or a
non- ferrous N.R.A. sporter butt plate it would be wise
to check for tool marks and uniformity of wall
thickness. Often these have been made for or altered
to fit a shortened stock.

A current production N.R.A. sporter type, steel
butt plate has entered the market for under $20.00. I
have not examined one and do not know the quality.
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An aluminum butt plate for the “S” type stock
made by James V. Howe circa 1920’s. This
one is unlike the one pictured the Townsend
Whelen article. It does not have a butt trap.

From the left - a Pacific bronze, Pacific aluminum, an
unmarked aluminum that fits an unaltered stock and
an unmarked aluminum that will fit a stock shortened
by 1-1/2 inches.

As issued Steel N.R.A. sporter butt plate with deep
grinder marks is on the left. On the right is aluminum
N.R.A. sporter type butt plate also with signs of heavy
grinding. This job should be taken on with a medium
flat file and finished with a fine flat file.

A Pacific marked Bronze butt plate. The
catalog lists the dimensions as 1-5/8”X 5-1/8.
The length has been trimmed by 1/8”. Please
note the wall thickness on the lower end.
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Above are Kennedy Recoil pads. The left one

fits onto an ’S” type butt plate with two snap
top screws. On the right is a recoil pad that
can be removed from special Kennedy made
butt plate. This recoil pad has a two-hole trap
for a cleaning kit and an extra cartridge.

A Howe Aluminum butt plate with cleaning
kit trap for “S” type stock on a Neidner rifle.
(Photograph courtesy of Michael Petrov)

Bronze butt plates top marked “Pacific”
bottom unmarked they differ in weight and
appearance Bottom butt plate from Wayne
Gagner’s collection.

Aluminum alloy

Butt plate by R.F. Sedgley for cadet /guard rifle circa o
1940
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1903A3 Remington Rifle In 1903
Configuration. William C. Thacker

The following is a prime example of a rifle
that would probably have claims that it
never existed. It is a reason to say “never
say never . The rifle has a 1903A3 marked
receiver with 1903 machining on the rear
receiver ring that does not allow the regular
1903 A3 rear sight to be mounted. RA 1-43
barrel and machining similar to the earlier
Remington 1941 Springfield pattemn receiver
with all milled parts that appear to be
Remington. The stock is cut for the 1903
receiver and does not have the A3 receiver
ring cut. The reason for the rifle could only
be speculative and the existence tells the
story by itself. The rifle is in excellent
condition and appears all original with
original fit and finish.
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U.S. Federal Period Spadroon.

Manufactured in Birmingham for the United States market with blue and gold blade, ivory grip,
with brass gilded eagle hilt. This excellent original condition sword is a fine example of a U.S.
Military used sword.

Courtesy: Virginia arms collector.
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The Demand For Krag Rifles In
World War 1

The Krag rifle started its life in the 1890's
and has had a longer career than is commonly
known. After the start of production of the
Model 1903 Springfield, the Krag stayed in
service and operation. Usually the
manufacture of eighty 1898 rifles in 1904 is
accepted as the last of production but, the
U.S. Navy retained the weapon as standard,
long after that date. The U.S. Army issued
Krags to their Engineer units and the
weapons were deployed out of the United
States in World war L.

TaTlaw i ecmzliias a0 homde af e o, lete, Mw, 1ve,

There are records of inventories in World
War 2. The large sale of surplus Krags was
made to Stokes Kirk in 1918 by the Army
but, the Navy used them after that date.
There are also references to their use in
American Embassies in the 1930's.

The following records show documentation
that Krags were in demand during World
War I. This issue has raised many questions
by collectors and exact details of the last
known Krag in use has not been determined.
The following data shows some of the Krag
activities during World War L.

The data below has been retyped from the
original, as shown, for clarity.

November 8, 1917

“You are instructed to turn in immediately
all Kragg rifles and ammunition in hands of
the 10®, 15™, 16™, 17, 18", and 19"
Regiments of Engineers. These will be
replaced by an equal number of caliber .30
Springfield Rifles Model of 1903, with 200
rounds of ammunition per rifle. This to be
obtained from one of the Ordnance Depots.
Ship all of the above articles and in addition
all Kragg rifle spare parts and ammunition in
hands of depot to the Commanding officer,
New York Arsenal. These rifles and
ammunition are needed very badly in the
United States and action on same should be
immediate.”

By Direction

Adjutant general
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The Army documents go on to state that the
Engineer Regiments had a total of 7597
Rifles and 1238400 rounds of ammunition.
It is unknown how many spare parts and
accessories were also in the inventory on
Dec.17, 1917.

The following is a copy of two of the
shipping crate documents that were used to
ship Engineer Krags according to directive.

ar- ¥
Froms Comeriin: Ufchser,
b T Saapdy Vcisas, Lith
e joot Fatws of dlfiep-
1. Bereuizh, 22 riflog vx por
Fapticns = Nore 1o, 191%.
1 Laaf La Ardps
n
COoMPUX

RFleg, Dede] 1892, fu’, .

Chest 207 cmtdnin: tya viflop amcusrod @

The serial numbers of the Krags vary widely
from 073 to 474605. These number sreads
were common for many shipments of Krags
and show the extended use of rifles in the
inventory. The logistics for the models

1903, 1917, and the 1898 with their
ammunition must have been very hard on the

system.
ove 16, 191..
Ry Ry dn Be §
L:lieic 1808, pme salophonl:
';‘-“;" by o4 X e

fellormn:

471804, 449086, 471KEF, TPO, 7L, P18, £TEELE,

L7151, 4T18:0, U0

Ohoet $2780€ coutedalny 10 #If]l s wmpdwarel as follows)
4VeB0G, BI1, 51, 0TS, OV, &bs, B0, %68, 9V, 4VRE4D.
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Springfield Trapdoor Unfinished
Carbine Barrel With Final
Markings

The following barrel is marked with Eagle,
V, and P in the standard area for 1884 type
barrels. It is also marked on the underside
with a large O and C (difficult to specify
exactly). It has a front sight stud without
blade slot and no final finishing. There is no
rifling and no chambering work. There is no
extractor cut and the threading is for the gang
proof firing device. The threading is still in
the first phase and the outside diameter is
thicker and not polished.
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The markings indicates that the barrel was
not fully machined and not polished or fitted
for the front sight blade before markings
were made. It was crowned. This brings up
new information concerning the machine
operations, proofing, finish, and inspections.
It may be an example of a non standard
barrel made for other purposes or it may
show the progress and procedures in making
carbines. There have been one or more other
barrels of this type observed. Comments on
this topic are sought. Editor
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Guns Lettered During This Period

Rifle, U. S. Cal. .30, Springfield NRA Sporter Number 1406934
Sold To, J. Willis Wing 1603 Abbot Avenue Ann Arbor, Michigan.
August 7, 1933.
Springfield Model 1903 rifle, Star Gauged, serial no. 1258497
Rifle, U. S. Cal. .30, Star Gauged, Springfield
Sold To G.A. Hughes, Youngstown, Ohio
February 1, 1924
Rifle, U. S. Cal. .30, 1903 Springfield no. 1275984
Sold To Clifford R. Brown, East Lynn, Massachusetts
May 27, 1928
Springfield Armory Trapdoor Rifle number 401,440
Company G of the 51ST IOWA Volunteer Infantry in 1898
Colt Model 1911 Pistol serial no. 182446, shipped from Maxwell
Field
to Augusta OD on September 10, 1943
Smith and Wesson Revolver serial no. 3052
shipped from Smith and Wesson in Massachusetts to Springfield Armory
September December 1, 1917
Colt Model 1911 Pistol serial no. 182446
Shipped from Maxwell Field to Augusta OD
September 10, 1943
U.S. Springfield serial no. 20342
Sold and shipped from Springfield Armory to Griffin & Howe
March 9, 1934
U.S. Springfield serial no. 37015
Issued to Company H, 1 ST United States Volunteer Infantry
July 6, 1898
U.S. Pistol Model 1911 serial no. 1047736
Issued to the USS Bunker Hill
July 6, 1944
Springfield Model 1903 rifle, serial no. 1274549
Rifle, U. S. Cal. .30, 1903 Springfield, Heavy Barrel, International Type, 28 Inch
Barrel
Sold To Charles C. Hankins, Wheatland, Wyoming
March 19, 1937
Springfield Model 1922, M2 rifle serial no. 720
Sold to Capt. John Nesick, F.A. Fort Hoyle, MD
November 27, 1933.
Springfield Model 1903, Type T, serial no. 1266213
Rifle, Springfield U. S. Cal. .30, Style T, 28" Barrel
Sold To State of Washington, (dj. General Camp Lewis, Washington
May 4, 1927.
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DAVID
CONDON

Dealing In Fine Antique
Firearms Since 1957

P.O. BOX 7, 109 E. WASHINGTON
ST., MIDDLEBURG, VA 20118

PHONE 540/687-5642 FAX
540/687-5649

E-MAIL: dcondon@mediasoft.net

STORE HOURS: TUES.-SAT., 10:00
a.m.-5:30 p.m.

VISA and MASTER CARDS
ACCEPTED

Thousands of Antique Firearms,
Swords, Sporting Guns and Related

Items In Stock. U.S. Military From
Colonial Era to WWII, Colts ,
Winchester Remington. Etc.
Visit Our two-floor shop or
see us on our website at:

www.davidcondon.com

MONTY WHITLEY, INC.

Antique Arms and Fine
Sporting Guns

Our GALLERY is situated at 6 West Main
Street (on the Town Square) in historic
downtown Waynesboro, Pennsylvania.

Our premises are conveniently located 8
miles east of I-81 at Exit 5, and 15 miles
from I-70. We are an easy 1 1/2 hour drive
Jfrom downtown Washington D.C. or
Baltimore, and closer for most suburban
locations.

We offer the finest in Antique Firearms and
Vintage Sporting Guns, as well

as Fine Arts and Antiques. And
although we are open most days,
we strongly recommend that you
call for an appointment to confirm
that we will be available before
making the trip.

www.montywhitley.com

Monty Whitley Inc.
P.O. Box 107
Waynesboro, PA 17268

(717) 765-4333
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JOIN US'!

The Society of American
Bayonet Collectors

2116 Brentwood Drive
Savannah, GA 31404
Dedicated to the
study, collection and
preservation of antique
and modern bayonets
Including all American
made bayonets, those that
were produced for export, and

foreign-made bayonets that were
used by the UNITED STATES.

www.bayonetcollectors.org




Remembering Amercan acnﬁces rFeedom i Country
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S+ RIFUE CATIBER/ 230, MIGARAND

The M1 Garand is a permanent reminder of the sacrifices made by many self-
less Americans in defense of freedom and country. This historically significant
collector’s piece symbolizes a greatness in the American character and
deserves to be passed down to your children and to theirs. The CMP has a lim-

ited supply of genuine U. S. Government M1 Garands available for sale to qual-
ified U. S. citizens, so take advantage of this offer while it lasts.

The CMP is a non-profit corporation chartered by the U.S. Congress to promote firearms safety
training and marksmanship, especially for youth. Proceeds from these sales help fund CMP Junior
programs, affiliated shooting club programs and the CMP Camp Perry National Matches.

CiVIP

CIVILIAN MARKSMANSHIP PROGRAM
WWW.ODCMP.COM

Other surplus rifles, parts and ammo available.
CALL WRITE OR E-MAIL FOR A FREE CATALOG:
1401 Commerce Boulevard / Anniston, AL 36207
Tel: 256-835-8455 / Fax: 256-835-3527
E-Mail: CATALOG@ODCMP.COM

CMP U.S Government Surplus Rifle Purchase Requirements - Purchaser must: 1, Be a U.S. citizen at least
18 years of age. 2. Be legally eligible to purchase a firearm. 3. Be a member of club or state association 1ﬂ'|l
iated with the CMP (contact CMP for a list of over 1,800 qualifying clubs/associations). 4. [Have participatec
in / ns.

a marksmanship activity or satisfy with other criteria. See catalog for complete instructio v e
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5 " Fine Lawman Badges, Arms, and Sporting Guns o (8
(\s‘ Auction: June 16-17 « Preview: June 14-15

n Inqumes (800) 509-1988 or mfo@gregmartlnauctlons com

Rare Prototype

Walther MP Model
Semi-Auto Pistol
in .45ACP caliber, SN 1006

Sold for $126,500

&

GREG MARTIN AUCTIONS PRESENTS THE
April Internet-Only Auction
AUCTION: April 14 at 2pm PDT

The catalog will be available on gregmartinauctions.com beginning March 31.
Absentee bids will be accepted March 31-April 13th. Bid live via the Internet on Proxibid.com

INQUIRIES: info@gregmartinauctions.com  (800) 509-1988
660 Third Street, Suite 100  San Francisco, CA 94107

www.gregmartinauctions.com




COWAN'S

Featuring the second half of the collection of . . . - .
. Harry B. Andree, Jr., Historic Firearms and Early Militaria

Potomac Arms Collector Association  April 30 - May 1, 2008 - 10:00 AM EST

For Inquiries, contact: For online bidding, Cowan’s

Jack Lewis 513.235.7447 directions, terms, or to see 6270 Este Avenue
firearms@cowans.com the entire catalog online: Cincinnati, OH 4%%

Joe Moran  513.871.1670 ext. 27 WWW.COWans.com 513»87617;0 -
joe@cowans.com 513.871.8




SPRINGFIELD RESEARCH PRODUCT LIST
BOOKS, OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Serial Numbers of US Martial Arms

R G IBRIPEII0 881 () 8 R P e $15.00

Vol. 2, 1986, 209 pp Copy only. ....... 30.00

WY OIRBRII0 0 119 8 b P e 20.00

Vol. 4,1999,470pp. ................ 40.00
WheiKrag Rifle Story 2nd Edition ... ... .uu.ieeuuies e nsniioiaisiih oot e st Ao p S S R 100.00
UiS¥Martial Arms Collector Subscription (Der Year 4 iSSUES) ..t s s isisiais el e o e 25.00

(Foreign Delivery $ 45)

Back issues
Springfield Research Newsletter (3 - 55) (Index to 1st 40 issues: SASE) .. ..ottt ettt ieiannnns 5.00 ea
UsS¥Martial Arms Collector (Issue 56 to current issue)l . . .- SR 10.00 ea

SERIAL NUMBER LETTERS

1) DCM Sales records (M 1903 1922-42, M1922, M1, Win. .22 rifles, MI91INM & GO pistols) ..............c.ou.on..
2) Disposal Records (M1909, M1917, .38 revolvers; M1903 1950S) ... ..ottt ittt e e e ee e e

B ESPrINg ield RESEArch LEfter . . . . i v v oieitin e biaiaie o s et e e e NP S
3) Letters Have resumed (Research Letters Will Be Announced At A Later Date) . .. ....uuuietneenennennnennennnn

COPIES OF ORDNANCE MATERIAL
These are simply copies of material of interest from the Ordnance files, priced at the approximate cost of Archives
reproduction. PLEASE CONTACT FOR AVAILABILITY (SOME ARE LIMITED AVAILABILITY)

1) Reports on Custer's Battles of the Yellowstone,

N T G e b o ot 15.00
2) Official USMC correspondence on Sniper Rifles
(incl. Ord. Maint. Bulletin) . . ... ............. 25.50
3) Description & Instr. for the Use and Care of the
\Winchester'S. S. Rifle Cal. 220 ............... 5.00
4) Notes on Cal. .30 Model of 1918 Pistol (Pedersen
Device)ibylCapt. SIGiiGreens . o e 15.00
5) Ord. Note 115, Oct. 1, 1879. Arms Captured from
Bostilelindians 5 i s e 15.00
6) 1903 Springfield Ramrod Bayonet Rifle .... 10.00
7) 1922, M1, and M2 22 Caliber Rifles 7.50
8) 1903 Springfield Shop manual 20.00

ithout notice




DOUGLAS R. CARLSON

“Antique American Firearms”

P.O. Box 71035 -MAC, Des Moines, Iowa 50325
Telephone (515) 224-6552

Colt 1894 U.S. Army 38 Double Action Martial Revolver

MAIL ORDER

CATALOGS OF FINE
ANTIQUE FIREARMS FOR SALE

Kk ke dodk ok ko dok kot ok

Fine Antique American Revolvers And Derringers From The Time Period 1848 T.
1898. Colt, Remington, Smith & Wesson, Merwin & Hulbert, Man 0:}[10 - olt
Described In Accurate Detail. Large 40 To 60 Page Catalogs ’Are SZ o ELS ach Item
Mail Every 6 To 8 Weeks. Most Items Are Pictured. A Subscriptioll: Toust. FlIrSt Cla;ss
$:20.00 In The UNATED STATES. All Foreign Subscriptions Are § 40 G s
Issues VIA Airmail. You Will Like My Catalogs! Try One! Sample C'g:’a}i-gs.s l;(:)rosg;x
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